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01 02DEVON
LUNDY

DORSET
DURDLE DOOR

uDistance: 8.9km/5½ miles uTime: 4 hours uGrade: Moderate uDistance: 14.6km/9 miles uTime: 4½ hours uGrade: ModerateSO
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CHOSEN BY… 
MARK SUTCLIFFE
Often shrouded in 
mist and hidden from 

the mainland, the mysterious 
island of Lundy lies around 
20 miles off the coast of north 
Devon, guarding the mouth of 
the Bristol Channel. At just 3½ 
miles long by a mile wide, it 
may seem small for a big day 
out, but don’t underestimate 
this little outcrop – you’ll be 
hard-pressed to explore it 
all in a day. This surprisingly 
rugged walk only covers about 
half of Lundy, but it’s an ideal 
route for walking on a day trip 
to Lundy – leaving plenty of 
time to enjoy the wildlife and 
stop off for a pint at the 
Marisco Tavern before catching 
the boat back to Bideford.

1 Start 
From slipway, follow coast 

N, climbing steadily up through 
valley to Millcombe House and 
zig-zagging R and L on grassy 
path to reach clifftop path. You 
can walk the entire length of 
the east coast if time permits, 
but if you are tied to boat 
sailings, you’ll probably need to 
cross over to the west earlier.

2 1.2km/¾ mile
Continue along clifftop 

path heading N, walking past 
the ruined quarry cottages 
looking out for the resident 
ponies and herd of sika deer.

3 2km/1¼ miles
Pass a pond on L and the 

time-keepers cottage then 
descend gently down grassy 

CHOSEN BY… 
JENNY WALTERS
This walk takes in two 
of the most famous 

and beautiful sites in Dorset 
– Durdle Door and Lulworth 
Cove. It also explores the 
quieter side of the Jurassic 
Coast as it ventures west 
from Durdle to the lush White 
Nothe Undercliff, and inland 
through tranquil fields.

1 Start
From car park, take South 

West Coast Path (SWCP) west 
signed ‘Durdle Door 1 mile’, 
through gate and ahead on 
main cobbled path. Follow it up 
across hillside and over crest, 
passing fork to L (closed due to 
landslip). Continue ahead down 
wide path with fence to L. Go 

through gate near car park 
and turn L downhill on track 
towards Durdle Door. When 
coast path forks R at stone 
sign, go L out onto headland 
where steps lead down 
to explore the beaches below. 

2 1.8km/1 mile
Return to stone waymarker 

and turn L to continue west 
on SWCP. Follow it up and 
down the rollercoaster clifftop, 
past two footpath turns on R, 
and bear R with SWCP to climb 
up (past another path on R) 
to reach a beacon. 

34.4km/2¾ miles
Continue along clifftop 

on SWCP with fence to R: this 
section is a little more level. Go 
straight on past footpath to R, 

Old mining works on the 
island’s rugged east coast.

� �

path continuing N. On L, amid 
quarried hollow, is a memorial 
to John Pennington Harman 
– awarded the Victoria Cross 

to reach Whitenothe Cottages. 
Turn L to reach lookout on cliff 
edge. There is an optional 
detour down steep path to 
L signed ‘Smugglers Path to 
White Nothe Undercliff’ – it’s 
well worth the effort. Return 
the way you came to lookout. 
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ROUTE
Start/parking Next to 
ferry terminal at Bideford. 
Pay & display £3. Adult 
day return to Lundy £36. 
Family ticket £82. Crossing 
takes approx. 2hrs 30min. 
Bookings 01271 863636 
Is it for me? Some steep 
ascents/descents, and 
occasionally scrambly 
section between upper 
and lower cliff paths
Stiles 5

PLANNING
Nearest town Bideford
Refreshments Boat, island 
shop or Marisco Tavern
Public toilets On ferry 
and near Marisco Tavern
Public transport 
Bus 21/21a runs from 
Ilfracombe to Bideford
Maps OS Explorer 139; 
Landranger 180

ROUTE
Start/parking Lulworth 
Cove car park (charge), 
grid ref SY821800
Is it for me? Plenty of up 
and down; steep in places
Stiles 1

PLANNING
Nearest town Weymouth
Refreshments Lulworth
Public toilets 
Lulworth Cove
Public transport Bus 104 
from Wareham and Wool 
(station) to the cove 
(infrequent service; not 
Sun). X43 from Swanage 
and Weymouth in summer
Maps OS Explorer 15; 
Landranger 194

PLAN YOUR WALK PLAN YOUR WALKOn the South West Coast Path 
looking back to Lulworth Cove.
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4 5.4km/3¼ miles
From lookout, return to 

Whitenothe Cottages and turn 
L to continue west on SWCP 
along clifftop and through 
gate. Keep ahead across grass 
(ignore faint path R), then 
down steps and through gate. 
Turn R signed ‘Ringstead 1¼’. 
Walk up to junction and go 
ahead signed ‘Holworth’. Go 
past first gate on R, a postbox 
on L, to next gate on R.

5 7km/4¼ miles
Turn R, signed ‘W Lulworth’ 

and follow track past thatched 
barn on R and through gate. 
Continue past bridleway turn to 
L and on through another gate. 
Keep with track as it bends R 
then L and continue with fence 
to L. Keep going past gate into 
access land to L, and continue 
ahead to go through gate by 
info board at Chaldon Down. 

6 8.8km/5½ miles
Head straight on across 

field, ignoring turns to R and L, 
later joining fence to L and 
passing a trio of stone 
sculptures. Continue along field 
edge and through gate and on 
beside fence on L to reach a 
path junction. 

710.1km/6¼ miles
Turn R signed ‘The Warren 

and Coast Path’. Walk beside 
fence to R and when it ends, 
continue across field in same 
direction to reach fence. Turn L 
beside it to go over stile in 
corner and on to meet fence 
ahead. Turn L and follow faint 
path beside it (fence to R) 
around top of valley to gate in 
corner. Go through it, then 
soon L through another gate. 
Head diagonally down across 
hillside into valley and through 
gate to meet SWCP again. 

811.8km/7¼ miles
Turn L signed ‘Lulworth 

Cove 1⅓’ to retrace your steps 
back along the SWCP to the 
start. To see the cove, go 
through car park and past 
visitor centre on R and turn R 
signed ‘Stair Hole’. Walk along 
road and fork L on path signed 
‘Stair Hole’. Follow path past 
sea arch to viewpoint by World 
Heritage sign then take path 
down to L to reach cove. Turn 
L on road to car park.  

posthumously for his actions 
in the 1944 Burma campaign.

4 3km/1¾ miles
After another 500 yards, 

at halfway wall with its striking 
rock formations, follow wall W 
inland to track, then through 
gate and continue west along 
wall. If there’s time, or you’re 
staying on the island, north 
of the wall is the place to find 
solitude, but there’s still an lot 
to see round the west coast 
and southern end of the 
island. Path follows wall to 
wind sculpted rock. Just to the 
N of the rock is an exposed 
ledge with epic views of the 
altogether wilder west coast. 
This is Jenny’s Cove, the most 
likely place in the island to see 
puffins in spring/early summer.

5 3.5km/2 miles
Continue S along coast, 

past more outcrops and a 
pinnacle which looks for all 
the world like the finger of 
Neptune pointing skywards 
from beneath the waters.

6 4.7km/3 miles
Continue S towards old 

Light, over a stile, and take the 
R hand path for maybe a steep 
detour down to Battery Point 
where cannon were fired over 
the Bristol Channel as a fog 
warning for shipping.

75.2km/3 miles
Detour slightly inland to 

The Old Light located on the 
high point of the island.

8 5.4km/3¼ miles 
From Old Light, head SE, 

following the wall towards the 
southern coast of the island.

9 6.1km/3¾ miles
Just before reaching cliffs, 

head R on grassy track past 
ponds to W coast again. At cliff 
edge, carefully follow coast SW 
to see a steep path down to an 
outcrop, below which you’ll 
find Montagu Steps. Further S 
still is Shutter Point where huge 
asteroid-sized lumps of granite 
are detaching themselves from 
the cliffs to semi collapse into 
the sea, leaving natural features 
like the Devils Limekiln.  

10 7.4km/4½ miles
Head back E towards 

church, turning L at junction to 
SE of church to reach island’s 
shop and pub. From here it’s 
a 25-minute walk back down 
to catch the ferry.  
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uOS Explorer map 15 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapshop uOS Explorer map 139 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapshop
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© Country Walking July 2015

uDownload OS maps 
for PC, iPhone, iPad and 
Android from £12.50

TRAILZILLA ID: 
TZID26752

Use the TZID to download the 
walk from www.lfto.com/routes 
or search for it in the Country 
Walking Best Walks in Britain App
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