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uDistance: 9 miles/14.5km uTime: 3½ hours uGrade: Moderate uDistance: 10 miles/16km  uTime: 4 hours uGrade: ModerateSO
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CHOSEN BY…  
JULIE ROYLE
The Winchcombe 
Way, Cotswold Way 

and Isbourne Way combine  
to make an easily followed, 
enjoyable and exhilarating 
walk to Gloucestershire’s 
highest point, the rather 
underwhelming Cleeve 
Common. A little further north, 
however, an astonishing 
panorama – embracing  
even Exmoor on the clearest 
days – is revealed from  
a viewpoint above the  
steep cliffs of Cleeve Cloud.   

1 Start 
Head south-west on High 

Street then take Vineyard 
Street. After 200m, take Old 
Brockhampton Road 

(Winchcombe Way). Take  
the next path on R, following 
Winchcombe Way diagonally  
L across fields. Meeting a track, 
turn R, then L across the 
footbridge. The path is then 
easily followed as it climbs 
gradually uphill. Pass R of 
Humblebee Cottages to  
meet a lane.

2 1¾ miles/3km 
R, then take next L, where 

Winchcombe Way is joined by 
Cotswold Way. Climb through 
woods and fields to Belas Knap 
(prehistoric long barrow). Turn 
R, past barrow and along field 
edge. Leave the Cotswold Way 
when it turns R, and continue 
along Winchcombe Way,  
which descends to Wontley 
Farm junction. Turn R.

CHOSEN BY…  
JULIE ROYLE
Winchcombe is 
perhaps the least 

spoilt of Cotswold towns, and 
probably the one that offers 
the warmest welcome to 
walkers. This superb walk uses 
high-quality footpaths – the 
Cotswold Way, Campden Lane 
(a former drove road) and the 
Wardens’ Way – for a relaxing 
circuit from Winchcombe.  
The Cotswold Way leaves 
Winchcombe by following the 
High Street, which is lined with 
gorgeous buildings, and that  
is the route described here. 
However, some walkers might 
prefer an alternative route, 
using a riverside footpath 
which is accessed from High 
Street via Castle Street. This is 

part of a longer trail called the 
Isbourne Way. It rejoins the 
Cotswold Way at Broadway 
Road before Puck Pit Lane.

1 Start 
Walk north on the Cotswold 

Way, which uses the High 
Street (B4632), which becomes 
Hailes Street then Broadway 
Road. Turn R on Puck Pit Lane. 
Follow the Cotswold Way to 
Hailes Abbey then up through 
woodland and pasture to 
Beckbury Camp, marked by  
a group of beech trees and  
a stone pillar. Walk around the 
top of the camp (a hillfort) to 
arrive at a junction with a 
bridleway (Campden Lane).

2 4 miles/6.5km 
Leave the Cotswold Way ➥ ➥
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ROUTE  
Start/parking  High Street, 
Winchcombe, grid ref 
SP024282 (buses stop at 
various places, including 
High Street, while Back 
Lane car park is linked to 
High Street via Cowl Lane)  
Is it for me? Open common, 
pasture, woods; Cleeve 
Common tricky in fog
Stiles 11

PLANNING
Nearest town 
Winchcombe
Refreshments 
Winchcombe
Public toilets 
Winchcombe
Public transport Bus  
W1/W2, frequent from 
Cheltenham; Bus 606 
from Cheltenham, 
Broadway & Stratford-
upon-Avon; Bus T, from 
Tewkesbury, connects 
seamlessly with W1/W2  
at Bishop’s Cleeve  
Maps OS Explorer OL45  
& 179; Landranger 150/163

PLAN YOUR WALK

ROUTE
Start/parking High Street, 
Winchcombe, grid ref 
SP024282 (buses stop at 
various places, while Back 
Lane car park is linked to 
High Street via Cowl Lane)
Is it for me? Cattle/sheep 
pasture, woodland, arable
Stiles 2

PLANNING
Nearest town Winchcombe
Refreshments 
Winchcombe, plus Hailes 
Abbey and Hayles Fruit 
Farm (farm shop, tea 
room and restaurant)
Public toilets Winchcombe
Public transport Bus  
W1/W2, from Cheltenham; 
Bus 606 from Cheltenham, 
Broadway & Stratford-
upon-Avon; Bus T, from 
Tewkesbury, connects 
seamlessly with W1/W2  
at Bishop’s Cleeve 
connects seamlessly with 
W1/W2 at Bishop’s Cleeve; 
Maps OS Explorer OL45; 
Landranger 150/163

PLAN YOUR WALKCleeve Cloud with Nottingham 
Hill in the background.

Distant views of 
Sudeley Castle.
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and turn R on Campden Lane. 
Keep straight on at a junction. 
Meeting a road, turn L, then 
immediately R at a Y-junction, 

signed ‘Winchcombe and 
Andoversford’. Turn next L, on 
a lane ‘unsuitable for motors’.

3 6 miles/9.5km 
After Pinnock Warren  

enter woodland belonging to 
Farmcote Estate. Turn R on 
Wardens’ Way, and R again at 
next waymarked junction. Turn 
L on meeting road, then R, and 
immediately R again, still on 
Wardens’ Way. Follow it to 
Winchcombe, passing Parks 
Farm and Sudeley Lodge.  
After descending the hill from 
Sudeley Lodge go through  
a black gate where Wardens’ 

Way logo is absent, then 
through a green gate and 
diagonally across parkland. 
Take the L branch when the 
path forks near Sudeley Castle. 
Shortly join the castle access 
road which leads to Vineyard 
Street, which leads to High 
Street.  3 4 miles/6.5km 

At Cleeve Common, go 
straight on initially, but soon 
fork L, heading to summit 
(330m), marked by trig point, 
then north-west to radio masts. 
Continue north-westwards, 
either keeping close to 
escarpment edge, passing 
Prestbury Hill Nature Reserve 

and rejoining Cotswold Way,  
or using roughly parallel paths 
further from edge. Either way, 
head for subsidiary summit 
(317m) with toposcope  
and trig.  

4 6 miles/9.5km 
Look east from trig to see 

prominent stony track. Choose 
any suitable route to meet that 
track. One suggestion is to go 
east, straight downhill, past 
gorse bushes. Cross narrow, 
stony path and continue down 
to wider, grassy path. Follow it 
L, between more gorse bushes, 
to meet the prominent track. 
Turn R, descending slightly 
until track bends L and levels 
out prior to climbing again. 
Leave it here and turn L  
down dry valley.  

5 7 miles/11km 
A line of hawthorns 

borders lower part of dry 
valley. Leave valley at gap in 
hawthorns and bear R towards 
beech trees. Climb a stile below 
beeches, leaving common and 
joining Isbourne Way which 
leads to Winchcombe, skirting 
round Postlip Hall Farm and 
industrial sites at Hollingsworth 
Vose and Postlip Mills, then 
through fields to Cheltenham 
Road and High Street.  
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uOS Explorer map OL45 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop uOS Explorer map OL45 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop
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Head to the 
Butterfly 
Conservation’s 

Prestbury Hill Nature 
Reserve on Cleeve 
Common. It supports 
rare species such as 
Duke of Burgundy 
and chalkhill blue.

DON’T MISS...

12th-century 
Hailes Church, 
opposite the 

ruins of Hailes Abbey, 
is a charming little 
building, older than 
the abbey and 
notable for its rare 
13th-century wall 
paintings.  

DON’T MISS...
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GET THIS WALK  
ON YOUR PHONE: 

lfto.com/cwroutes
IN ASSOCIATION WITH

OS MAPS
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