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05 06hampshire
beaulieu road

west sussex
kingley vale & greatdean bottom

uDistance: 6 miles/9.6km uTime: 3 hours uGrade: Easy uDistance: 5¼ miles/8.3km uTime: 2 hours uGrade: Moderateso
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chosen by…  
nigel vile  
The largest area of 
unenclosed land in 

southern England, the New 
Forest is a walker’s paradise, 
with virtually free access rights 
to every nook and cranny of  
its 92,000 acres. This walk 
starts from Beaulieu Road,  
an isolated station on the 
Southampton to Bournemouth 
railway. Five times a year, 
however, the place takes  
on a carnival atmosphere  
as dealers gather for the  
New Forest pony sales  
that are held in the enclosures 
across the road from the 
railway. This walk explores  
the area to the south of 
Beaulieu Road, where  
further attractions include  

an ancient landmark in the 
form of the Bishop’s Dyke, as 
well as areas of exceptional 
New Forest bog. 

1 Start 
Beyond a wooden barrier  

in the corner of the car-park, 
follow a path ahead across  
the open lawns of the New 
Forest. In 0.8km, ignore a  
path on the L that leads to  
a railway bridge; instead keep 
walking ahead across the  
forest lawns. In another 0.8km, 
just past two footbridges, 
follow a path to the L for  
0.8km to a railway bridge. 

2 1½ miles/2.4km 
Cross the railway, walk 

ahead through a series of  
pony pens to reach an area  

chosen by…  
tiffany francis
This circular route 
takes in two of the 

most spellbinding woodlands 
in Sussex. The first is Kingley 
Vale, an ancient yew forest 
boasting Bronze Age tumuli 
and Viking ghosts, who are 
said to have been slain in the 
forest and still haunt the Vale 
every night. The second is 
Greatdean Bottom, a deep 
beech woodland that shines 
brightest in its late autumn 
colours. Look out for buzzards, 
roe deer and yellowhammers, 
as well as belted galloway 
cattle who graze the downland 
for wildlife conservation.

1 Start  
From Hare and Hounds pub, 

head SW out of the village 
0.25km until you reach Tythe 
Barn House and take a 
bridleway on L. Head up a 
moderately steep track and 
into beech woodland. Continue 
until woodland falls away on  
R to reveal farmland, before 
bridleway splits into fork.

2 1 mile/1.6km 
Go L at fork to follow 

bridleway into two woodlands 
which become increasingly 
yew-heavy. Woods on L are 
more coniferous, woods on R 
are more deciduous plantation. 
Continue to end of woods and 
emerge onto hill clearing. 

3 1½ miles/2.4km  
As woods clear, go through 

small gate onto an open field ➥ ➥

with Bronze Age tumuli, known 
as the Devil’s Humps and 
guarded by grazing belted 
galloway cattle. Take path 
around L of the first mound, 
then climb over the second for 
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route
Start/parking  
shatterford Bottom  
car park, southeast of 
Lyndhurst on the B3056, 
sO43 7FZ, grid ref 
su348063
is it for me? well-defined 
paths and tracks; no hills
Stiles None

Planning 
nearest town hythe
refreshments the Drift 
inn alongside Beaulieu 
road station. it advertises 
itself as welcoming  
wellies, dogs & walkers
(023 8029 2342;  
www.driftinn.co.uk)
Public toilets Nearest in 
Lyndhurst & Brockenhurst
Public transport Beaulieu 
road station is located 
just 2 minutes from the 
start of the walk and is  
on the southampton  
to Bournemouth line
(southwesternrailway.com)
maps Os explorer OL22; 
Landranger 196

Plan your walk

route
Start/parking Free 
parking outside the hare 
and hounds pub in 
stoughton, pO18 9JQ,  
grid ref su802114 
is it for me? some 
moderate ascents, paths 
good but can be muddy 
after rain
Stiles None

Planning
nearest town Chichester 
refreshments hare and 
hounds in stoughton 
Public toilets None
Public transport  
Bus 54 from Chichester  
to nearby walderton  
(a mile from stoughton): 
www.stagecoachbus.com
maps Os explorer OL8; 
Landranger 197

Plan your walk

the bronze age  
devil’s Humps.

gnarled  
trees in this 
ancient Forest. 
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the best view. Head NE to cross 
over the field and join chalk 
path leading into the woods, 
passing a small stone structure 
on L. Continue through cattle 
gate and follow path until  
it splits into fork and turn L, 
passing trig, outhouse and 
solar panel on the left. Follow 
path as it weaves through  
trees and gorse bushes until 
you reach a crossroads.

4 2 miles/3.2km 
At crossroads take the L  

track to leave Kingley Vale and 
descend N through woodland. 
Keep walking until track joins 
larger bridleway which, shortly 
afterwards, splits into five. 

5 2½ miles/4km 
Take smaller non-signed 

woodland track to L of central 
path, leading down into beech 
woodland called Greatdean 
Bottom. In autumn the 
woodland floor is carpeted in 
brown beech leaves and mast. 
Continue to descend path that 
runs parallel to forestry path  
on R, until both join up to form 
dirt/gravel path. Continue as 
path ascends slightly and then 
bends to face SW with open 
farmland on R. Follow path  
to Stoughton Down car park. 

6 3½ miles/5.7km 
Exit car park onto quiet 

road and turn R to walk NW 

along grass verge for 30m, past 
footpath sign until you reach 
small road on L. Continue past 
a cluster of buildings on L and 
follow path along edge of 
woodland on R, turning L when 
path splits in two to keep large 
agricultural field on L. Follow 
path until it turns L, then follow 
it SE, turning R at the end to 
return to Stoughton.  

of open grassland. Turn R  
down to a gate and follow  
a path directly ahead for  
600m to a crossroads where 
the path crosses a prominent 
gravelled track. Turn R and 
follow this track for 1.8km  
to a cattle grid, beyond  
which is a T-junction, ignoring 
all side turns along the way. 
Turn R and follow a track 
through the woodland for 
2.4km to a clearing with 
paddocks and properties. 

3 4½ miles/7.2km 
Walk ahead to Denny 

Lodge, the last property on  
the L, before continuing for 
another 100m to a point where 
there is a concrete ‘bunker’  
on the L. Turn R at this point 
and follow a path into the 
woodland to reach open 
grassland in 600m. Follow  
the path ahead for 1.2km to  
a rank of conifer trees beyond 
which is the car park.  

06 05west sussex
kingley vale & greatdean bottom

hampshire
beaulieu road

uOS Explorer map OL8 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop uOS Explorer map OL22 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop
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nearby 
beaulieu with 
the national 

motor museum; 
www.beaulieu.co.uk

don’t miss...
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view the walk on 
os maPs online:  

lfto.com/cwroutes
In assocIatIon wIth

view the walk on 
os maPs online:  

lfto.com/cwroutes
In assocIatIon wIth

new forest 
ponies grazing. 


