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01 02CORNWALL 
GURNARD’S HEAD TO CAPE CORNWALL

DEVON 
HAYTOR ROCKS & HOUND TOR

■Distance: 11 miles/17.7km ■Time: 6 hours ■Grade: Challenging ■Distance: 7½ miles/11.8km ■Time: 4 hours ■Grade: Challenging  SO
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CHOSEN BY… 
FIONA BARLTROP
The stretch of Coast 
Path between St Ives 

and Pendeen Watch along the 
north side of the Land’s End 
Peninsula provides some 
dramatic cliff scenery, but it’s 
a tough walk, often rough 
and rocky, easing towards the 
end. This walk covers the last 
section of it – the prominent 
headland of Gurnard’s Head 
to Pendeen Watch – 
continuing along an easier 
stretch of coastline to Cape 
Cornwall, then inland to St 
Just. The area is notable for 
its mining heritage, and forms 
part of the Cornish Mining 
World Heritage Site, which 
comprises a number of 
different landscape areas 

from the west of Cornwall to 
west Devon. The combination 
of the raw beauty of the 
rugged coastline and the 
mining landscape makes this 
a very atmospheric area in 
which to walk. Tall chimneys 
of former mines pierce the 
skies while the last working 
mine, Geevor, is now a visitor 
centre where you can 
experience harsh conditions 
the miners endured. And then 
there’s Levant, ‘the mine 
under the sea’, where you 
can watch its unique steam-
powered Cornish beam 
engine in action. 

1 Start 
From Gurnard’s Head pub, 

follow no-through road to R 
of it through Treen hamlet. 

CHOSEN BY… 
ROBERT HESKETH
This classic 
Dartmoor walk 

combines great views with 
prehistoric, medieval and 
industrial archaeology. En 
route is one of the best extant 
sections of Haytor’s granite 
tramway. Devon’s first railway, 
it opened in 1820 and has 
hand-cut granite rails. Using 
horse-drawn wagons, the 
tramway carried granite from 
Haytor’s quarries 394m 
(1300ft) downhill to waiting 
barges on the canal at 
Teigngrace, 8½ miles distant, 
and thence to Teignmouth 
docks. By contrast, the 
large hut circles around 
Smallacombe Rocks are 
prehistoric and the deserted 

hamlet near Hound Tor is 
medieval. One of 130 such 
settlements on Dartmoor, 
it comprises a farmstead, 
barns, pens, five longhouses 
and ancillary buildings – 
abandoned around the mid-
14th century, when the 
climate deteriorated and 
the ‘Black Death’ killed half 
Europe’s population. The 
legends surrounding Hound 
Tor are impossible to date. 
Certainly ancient, they are 
best known through Sir 
Arthur Conan Doyle’s The 
Hound of the Baskervilles. 
Hound Tor is said to be a pack 
of hounds turned to stone for 
hunting on the Sabbath, while 
their master, Bowerman, was 
similarly punished – he’s the 
tall rock nearby called ➥ ➥

Bowerman’s Nose. All was 
grist to the mill for Doyle and 
yielded Sherlock Holmes’ 
greatest adventure.
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ROUTE
Start/parking Gurnard’s 
Head pub bus stop, grid 
ref SW436375. Lafrowda 
car park/bus stop, St Just, 
postcode TR19 7JA 
Is it for me? Well 
waymarked coast path 
(footpaths and stony 
tracks) along exposed cliff 
tops with ups and downs  
Stiles 6 

PLANNING
Nearest town St Just 
Refreshments Gurnard’s 
Head pub (01736 796928); 
Botallack Count House 
café; Little Wonder Café, 
Cape Cornwall car park; 
choice in St Just 
Public toilets Cape 
Cornwall & St Just car 
parks 
Public transport Land’s 
End Coaster from St Just 
to Gurnard’s Head (pub), 
daily several times a day 
(firstbus.co.uk) 
Maps OS Explorer 102; 
Landranger 203

PLAN YOUR WALK

ROUTE
Start/parking Haytor car 
park, grid ref SX765772, 
postcode TQ13 9XT 
Is it for me? Paths, tracks, 
quiet lanes, open moor. 
Uneven/wet in parts. 
Some slopes, not arduous 
Stiles None

PLANNING
Nearest town Bovey 
Tracey 
Refreshments Rock Inn 
(01364 661305), Haytor 
Vale; Dandelion Café, Tin 
Pickle and Rhum, Haytor 
Public toilets At start 
Public transport Limited 
bus 193 from Bovey Tracey 
to nearby Haytor Vale 
(Wed & Fri, countrybus 
devon.co.uk) 
Maps OS Explorer OL28, 
Landranger 191; Harvey 
Superwalker Dartmoor S

PLAN YOUR WALK

Botallack Crowns Mine engine  
houses, between Points 3 & 4. 

Hound Tor 
Medieval Village.
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1 Start 
Follow broad track across 

road from car park to the 
summit of Haytor Rocks.

2 ½ mile/0.9km 
From gap between two 

main granite outcrops, walk 
due N along narrow path 
through heather. Cross granite 
tramway. Take broad path 
ahead to Smallacombe Rocks.

3 1½ miles/2.2km 
Bear north-east on a path 

to a rock pile on the brow of a 
hill. Continue in same direction 
to a cairn on Black Hill. Walk 
downhill on narrow path to 
point below where the track 
joins tarmac lane.

4 2½ miles/3.8km 
Turn L along track.

5 3 miles/4.8km 
Turn R (signed ‘Leighon’). 

Continue past Leighon House. 
Cross stream. Turn L, signed 
‘Road to Great Hound Tor’. 
Keep L at lane junction. Follow 
lane uphill to car park. 

6 4¼ miles/6.6km 
Turn L. Walk to summit 

outcrops of Hound Tor. Follow 
broad grassy path south-east 
past ruined medieval hamlet 
to gate L of Greator Rocks. 
Path descends steeply to 
clapper bridge. Continue on 
path to junction. Do not turn L. 
Continue uphill on unsigned 

path. Follow this R to top of 
ridge and Smallacombe Rocks. 
Hut circles lie south of rocks.

7 5½ miles/8.7km 
Retrace steps to tramway. 

Turn L and follow it east. 

8 6¾ miles/10.8km 
Before meeting lane, turn 

R down path to road. Turn R 
and follow road to start. 

At end where track continues 
to R keep ahead along drive 
and cross stone step stile on L, 
go through gate and follow 
field edge path, down a few 
steps on way. Cross another 
stone step stile and continue 
to junction with Coast Path 
(CP) – optional diversion out 
onto Gurnard’s Head, if wished. 

2 ½ mile/0.8km 
Turn L on CP, initially on 

easy grassy terrain. Porthmeor 
Cove soon comes into view, 
with steps down to it. Path 
crosses granite footbridge and 
heads back uphill. Further on 
at stone waymark post turn R, 
signed for Bosigran Cliff Castle 
(Iron Age fort). CP goes over 
top of rocky ridge and down 
other side. Continue on CP for 

another couple of miles, then 
downhill to cross footbridge 
above picturesque Portheras 
Cove, little Boat Cove beyond. 
Carry on uphill to white 
Pendeen Watch (lighthouse) 

3 5¼ miles/8.3km 
From here CP goes along 

road short distance, then turns 
off R. Next few miles of coast 
were once the scene of intense 
mining activity. Soon after 
turn off to Geevor reach 
Levant (1820-1930). S of it, 
pass Botallack Crowns Mine 
engine houses on cliff-side. 
Path descends from Kenidjack 
Castle to valley and continues 
on other side above Porth 
Ledden to reach Cape 
Cornwall, once thought to be 
England’s most westerly point. 

4 9 miles/14.5km 
From car park follow CP 

out onto and anti-clockwise 
round Cape Cornwall 
headland, surmounted by a 
chimney, with NCI lookout on 
its western tip. Continue uphill 
to Carn Gloose. Turn L on lane 
past Ballowal Barrow (bronze 
age burial) on R. Bear R at 
junction on Cape Cornwall 
Road, R on West Place and 
L on Lafrowda Close to car 
park/bus stop. 

CORNWALL 
GURNARD’S HEAD TO CAPE CORNWALL

■OS Explorer map OL28 ■Buy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop ■OS Explorer map 102 ■Buy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop
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VIEW THE WALK ON VIEW THE WALK ON 
OS MAPS ONLINE:OS MAPS ONLINE:

walk1000miles.co.uk/cwroutes
IN ASSOCIATION WITH

VIEW THE WALK ON VIEW THE WALK ON 
OS MAPS ONLINE:OS MAPS ONLINE:

walk1000miles.co.uk/cwroutes
IN ASSOCIATION WITH
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