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07 08surrey
blackheath & albury downs

Buckinghamshire
coombe hill & the ridgeway

uDistance: 8 miles/13km uTime: 5½ hours uGrade: Moderate uDistance: 10 miles/16km uTime: 5 hours uGrade: Challengingso
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chosen by…  
mike cope
This walk begins in 
the Surrey Weald and 

makes a spectacular ascent of 
St Martha’s Hill to the church 
perched high on the North 
Downs, and visible for miles 
around. From here, we follow 
The Pilgrims’ Way – once used 
by pilgrims to visit the relics of 
St Swithin in Winchester (the 
capital of Saxon England) and 
then later to visit Canterbury, 
following the martyrdom of  
St Thomas a Beckett. (Before 
that it was the east/west route 
for traders, connecting the 
Channel ports to Salisbury 
Plain and Stonehenge.) Our 
route continues to Newlands 
Corner – a beauty spot on the 
North Downs Way, before 

descending to the mysterious 
Silent Pool. We continue 
through Albury village (with 
its ornate Pugin chimneys)  
and return to Blackheath  
via a myriad of half-known 
paths and sandy tracks.

1 Start  
Locate car park entrance, 

then bear R along tarred lane. 
After 200m, go half L along 
bridleway that runs parallel to 
lane. At Lingwood House, keep 
ahead along narrow fenced 
path, waymarked ‘Downs Link’. 
In due course, bridleway and 
footpath run in parallel, then 
merge together again. 
Eventually, path joins a private 
road before crossing a railway 
bridge. From here you get your 
first glimpse of St Martha’s 

chosen by…  
phoebe taplin
An ancient mound 
known as 

‘Cymbeline’s Castle’, the  
red brick walls of Chequers,  
a hilltop monument to the 
Boer War… there’s plenty to 
see on this hike through the 
Chilterns. Enjoy a classic taste 
of the undulating Ridgeway 
path, with huge views, ancient 
beech woods and red kites 
wheeling overhead. 

1 Start 
Turn R out of Wendover 

Station, R over bridge, R onto 
Aylesbury Ring path. Head 
diagonally L from end of 
hedge. Go through gate at  
far side of field. Keep straight 
through three more gates.  

Turn R on grassy bank towards 
house. Turn L along fence, 
continue between barns, turn  
R up drive to Wellwick House.

2 1 mile/1.6km 
Turn L by house, with 

hedge on R, over four stiles.  
Go through gate onto grassy 
lane. Cross road and turn L. 
Turn R through gate opposite 
house 5, keep straight on 
fenced path, continue on lane. 
Just past cottages, go through 
gate into field and, after 50m, 
go L through gap up path to 
church. Cross lane beyond 
church, R for 10m, L at sign 
through gate, and up path 
towards Beacon Hill. 

3 2¾ miles/4.5km 
Keep along defined path ➥ ➥

Church, perched high on the 
North Downs ridge. Cross main 
road and continue along track, 
which crosses two streams 
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Route
start/parking Blackheath 
common car park,  
grid ref TQ036462 
is it for me? Very steep 
ascent up scarp slope of 
north Downs, then along 
woodland trails and sandy 
paths; good level of fitness 
required for this hike
stiles One

planning 
nearest town guildford
refreshments newlands 
corner café; The albury 
Village stores; The 
Drummond (albury); The 
Percy arms (chilworth)
Public toilets  
newlands corner café
Public transport chilworth 
railway station; Bus 32 
stops by The Percy arms
maps Os explorer 145; 
Landranger 186

plan youR walk

Route
start/parking Wendover 
station; station car park 
£4.50/day at weekend, 
hP22 6BT, grid ref 
sP865077
is it for me? several 
climbs; can get muddy in 
places, way-finding tricky 
in woods between points 
5 and 6. For shorter route, 
turn L at point 4 instead of 
r and follow ridgeway 
signs to reach point 7
stiles Four

planning 
nearest town Wendover
refreshments Plough at 
cabsden, Buckmoorend 
farm shop and outdoor 
café at point 7, shoulder of 
mutton near Wendover 
station. more in Wendover
Public toilets  
Wendover station
Public transport Trains 
from London marylebone 
to Wendover station
maps Os explorer 181; 
Landranger 165

plan youR walkview over ellesborough 
from coombe hill.

newlands corner on 
albury Downs.
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around hill, with summit on L. 
Go through gate and trees 
ahead, up steps, through gate, 
across open country, and 
through another gate into  
more trees. Fork R at junction, 
following waymarks and 
through gate into field. Head 
slightly R across field heading 
for signpost, through gate and 
turn R onto Ridgeway. 

4 3½ miles/5.5km 
Follow acorn waymarks 

across hillside, down through 
trees and gate. Fork L at 
junction down steps. Keep 
following Ridgeway signs and 
undulating path ahead. Turn  
L onto lane, forking R past 
Plough. Past pub, turn R uphill 
and follow waymarks to 
viewpoint on Whiteleaf Hill.

5 4¾ miles/7.5km 
Turn L on hilltop, still 

following Ridgeway signs. At 
junction, turn L onto Bridleway, 
leaving Ridgeway. Continue 
through woods. Fork L at 
waymarks and continue to 
junction of paths. Turn L, 
carefully following Icknield Way 
signs where visible. After 50m, 
turn R following blue arrow and 
immediately L. Keep straight 
along edge of woods for ½ mile. 
Cross road L, turn immediately 
R onto path and continue on 
edge of Pulpit Wood.

6 6 miles/9.75km 
Follow path L, R at 

T-junction, L before road. 
Follow path and dogleg L  

and R, still on Icknield Way. 
Continue through trees, 
following path ahead. Cross 
road and turn L along path 
parallel to road. Follow path  
R around field towards white 
house (Buckmoorend farm 
shop and kitchen nearby R).

7 7 miles/11.25km 
Cross lane and keep ahead, 

re-joining Ridgeway. Fork R 
following waymark and L on 
path. Keep straight uphill. At 
signpost, turn L on path and 
follow Ridgeway signs through 
wood. Turn R on lane and L  
at sign opposite house. Keep 
straight along R hand side of 
woods. After gate, turn L and  

R along path with views L to 
monument on Coombe Hill.

8 8½ miles/13.75km 
Turn R at monument along 

grassy path with waymarks. Go 
through gate and continue on 
stony path. Keep straight down 
to emerge on Ellesborough 
Road. Turn R over bridge. Turn 
L to return to station.  

before swinging to the L.  
Keep ahead at fingerpost, and 
continue past Chilworth Manor 
vineyard. When vineyard ends, 
go R at fingerpost, waymarked 
St Martha’s Hill. Keep going 
until you reach the door of  
St Martha’s Church.

2 1¾ miles/2.8km 
Facing the church door, go 

R and exit churchyard via gate. 
Continue along sandy track the 
fork R downhill. Keep ahead at 
next two junctions and at 
signed junction maintain 
direction along bridleway to 
reach pillbox. At next junction 
follow purple arrow to 
Guildford Lane car park. Go R 
along road, then L (in 100m) 
along fenced path (Pilgrims’ 
Way). Follow track downhill  
to junction, then go L past  
farm and uphill across field. 
Continue into woodland and 
follow path uphill to Newlands 
Corner Visitor Centre.

3 3¼ miles/5.2km 
Go R here to pick up North 

Downs Way, which crosses A25. 
Continue through woodland for 
some time, ignoring the first R. 
Take next R (at fingerpost)  
to descend the North Downs 
escarpment. At the bottom  
go L towards road (A25). Go  
L along road for 200m, then 
take first R towards Albury.   

4 5 mile/8.2km 
Pass the Catholic Apostolic 

Church and cross bridge over 
stream. Go R at first bend into 

Albury village. Pass fishery on 
R, then go L along a fenced 
footpath. At junction, bear L 
and follow bridleway round to 
the R and up a sunken lane. 

5 6 miles/9.7km 
Maintain direction at small 

clearing then fork half R into 
woodland. Keep ahead at 
junction on crest of hill, with 
de-forested area on L. Go over 
next junction and follow track 
downhill through woodland to 
stile. Cross, then go L across 
field following path downhill  
to railway track. Cross level 
crossing, then go through 
tree-lined avenue to gate. The 
track swings L between houses 
and continues past two more 
dwellings before veering round 
to R. At T-junction, go R up 
narrow track, which sweeps L 
and then R. In due course, the 
path narrows and the banks 

become higher. Eventually you 
emerge from sunken path to 
reach a junction. Bear slightly  
L (following blue arrow) and 
keep ahead at next junction 
and across de-forested area. 
Enter woodland again and 
keep on narrow path, which 
leads to another de-forested 
area. Cross it and then go L  
(for 50 metres) and then R 
along wide sandy track. 

6 7¼ miles/11.8km 
Follow this gradually 

ascending sandy track for 
800m to finish.  

08 07Buckinghamshire
coombe hill & the ridgeway

surrey
blackheath & albury downs

uOS Explorer map 181 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop uOS Explorer map 145 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop
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