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SOMERSET
ODCOMBE & HAM HILL

Distance: 11 miles/17.7km Time: 6 hours Grade: Challenging Distance: 7½ miles/12km Time: 3½ hours Grade: ModerateSO
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CHOSEN BY…  
ROBERT HESKETH
This tough but 
rewarding walk 

includes far-ranging views 
over high Dartmoor and across 
Devon’s great green patchwork 
to Exmoor from Watern Tor 
(526m), a distinctive granite 
outcrop with horizontal 
weathering. Dartmoor is a 
remarkably rich prehistoric 
landscape and there is a good 
deal to discover on the way, 
including the Bronze Age 
stone circles at Fernworthy 
and Scorhill, as well as the 
nearby stone rows and the 
3m high Longstone on Shovel 
Down. These abut an extensive 
palimpsest of round houses 
and ancient walled fields. Look 
out for the box shaped stone 

burial chamber near Point 8 
by Fernworthy Reservoir. 
Fernworthy, which we circuit, 
has melded beautifully into 
the Dartmoor landscape and is 
noted for its bird life, including 
Canada geese, mallard, heron, 
grebe and snipe. There are 
three clapper bridges en route: 
two single-span bridges at 
Point 6 and a finely wrought 
clapper on piers at Point 4. 
This dates from around 1800 
and served remote Teignhead 
Farm, built in 1780 and 
abandoned in 1943.

1 Start  
Turn R. Follow track to 

bankside path. Turn L.

2 1 mile/1.8km  
When path meets track 

CHOSEN BY…  
PHILIP THOMAS
In 1608, a Somerset 
eccentric called 

Thomas Coryate set out on a 
remarkable five-month journey 
from Odcombe to Venice. A 
pioneer tourist, he went most 
of the way back on foot, 
calling himself the ‘Odcombian 
legge-stretcher’. The resulting 
book, Coryate’s Crudities, was 
a seminal work of travel 
literature. Coryate wrote it in 
his home village, presumably 
taking time out to visit the 
quarries on nearby Ham Hill 
and enjoy the sweeping views 
from its Iron Age earthworks. 
To the east is the hamstone 
village of Montacute where 
Coryate’s godbrother, Sir 
Edward Phelips, built a stately 

prodigy house (now owned by 
the National Trust). Postcard-
pretty Lower Odcombe is this 
walk’s final port of call.

1 Start 
From car park, cross playing 

field to steps down to lane. 
Turn L uphill (past Coryate 
Close) to junction by church 
gate. Turn L to crossroads and 
turn R. In 100m, take restricted 
byway L, signed for Norton Sub 
Hamdon, following track to R 
of farmyard. At junction, turn L 
for Street Lane. Before lane, 
turn R on restricted byway 
(Hocker’s Hill). Follow track for 
1.5km, passing Westbury Farm.

2 1¾ miles/2.8km 
At junction with track, turn 

R through kissing gate up ➥ ➥

at U bend, keep R ahead 
‘Public Bridleway’. Fork L at 
next junction.

3 1¾ miles/2.8km  
Divert R to stone circle. 

Return to bridleway. Continue 
ahead. Ignore side turnings. 
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Start/parking Fernworthy 
Reservoir, grid ref 
SX669839, postcode 
TQ13 8EA 
Is it for me? Open 
moorland, tracks and 
footpaths. Some wet, 
rough ground. Do not 
attempt after heavy rain
Stiles 3

PLANNING
Nearest town Chagford
Refreshments None along 
route. Nearest in Chagford 
Public toilets At start
Public transport None 
Maps OS Explorer OL28; 
Landranger 191; Harvey 
Superwalker Dartmoor N

PLAN YOUR WALK

ROUTE
Start/parking Odcombe 
village hall car park, grid 
ref ST508153, postcode 
BA22 8XP 
Is it for me? Undulating 
muddy byways, field and 
woodland paths. Briefly on 
roads. A few steep ups/
downs, slippery in winter
Stiles 3

PLANNING
Nearest town Yeovil
Refreshments The Masons 
Arms, Lower Odcombe 
(01935 862591); The 
Prince Of Wales, Ham Hill 
(01935 822848); Kings 
Arms (01935 822255), 
museum tea rooms and 
NT café in Montacute 
Public toilets Ham Hill 
Country Park
Public transport Bus 81 
(Mon-Sat) from Yeovil/
South Petherton to Lower 
Odcombe and Montacute 
(southwestcoaches.co.uk) 
Maps OS Explorer 129; 
Landranger 183 & 193

PLAN YOUR WALKThe war memorial on the  
north brow of Ham Hill. 

The River Teign near Point 6.
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wooded track (for Ham Hill). 
At junction after gate, keep R 
on track. At next junction, 
swing L. Follow path between 
hillfort earthworks for 1.2km, 
straight on at junctions, to car 
park/road. Turn L and take next 
path R through old quarry, 
passing Ranger’s Office to lane. 

3 3 miles/4.8km 
Cross to path, then next 

lane to gate, resuming path 
along earthworks to memorial. 
Follow higher bank around old 
quarry and through gap in 
trees to Prince of Wales pub.  

4 3¾ miles/6.1km 
Pass pub entrance, go L 

down steps and L again, signed 
‘East Stoke’. Turn R at bottom 
of steps on track past obstacle 
course, swinging L. Where 
track bends R, take bridleway L 

signed ‘Montacute’, then tuck R 
up steep path. Follow it around 
woody plateau edge for 0.8km, 
then downhill into field via stile. 
Go L then turn R up to gate 
onto St Michael’s Hill. Follow 
path coiling around old castle 
earthworks up to folly at top.

5 5 miles/8km 
Backtrack to bend and go 

R down steep, slippery path. 
Cross stile and turn L down 
track to gate/stone by old 
priory gatehouse. Turn L past 
church to road in Montacute. 
Turn R along Middle Street and 
around bend into South Street. 
After Post Office, cross L into 
Back Lane. After lane bends R, 
take path L into Montacute 
Park. Follow grassy path to 
junction/post at edge of 
tree-lined avenue. Turn R to 
gate by Odcombe Lodge.

6 6¼ miles/10km 
Turn L along road and 

shortly swing L down track. 
Where track bends L before 
pond, go R on footpath over 
footbridge. Follow fence up to 
corner, then turn R between 
hedge and fence to road. Turn 
R down road and shortly cross 
to pavement. Turn L up through 
Lower Odcombe. Where road 
bends L, turn R up Donne Lane. 
Shortly, take path L for Chapel 
Hill to lane. At end, bear L 
down path to lane. Turn L, then 
R up steps back to start.  

Exit forest by gate. Continue 
ahead to clapper bridge.

4 2¾ miles/4.4km   
Follow rough path uphill, 

past ruins of Teignhead Farm 
on L. Keep Manga Brook, then 
ruined wall on L. Cross stile to 
large cairn. Head north over 
rough ground to Watern Tor.

5 4¾ miles/7.5km  
Continue north on rough 

path to Walla Brook. Follow 
brook north, then east, picking 
route carefully, switching banks 
to avoid bog.

67¼ miles/11.7km  
Cross clapper bridge. Turn 

R 200m to holed stone. Return 
to clapper. Turn R 300m to 
Scorhill stone circle.  Return to 
clapper. Continue south-east, 
parallel to stone wall. At wall 
corner, bear south on rough 
path along stone rows to 
Longstone (SX660856).

7 9 miles/14.3km  
Head south-east towards 

Thornworthy Tor.  Follow wall 
south-west to gate. Turn L. 
Follow path south-east around 
flank of tor to cross pair of 

stiles. Pick way carefully over 
rough ground to bankside path.  

8 10¼ miles/16.4km  
Turn L. Follow path past 

the cist and dam, down to the 
footbridge. Continue around 
reservoir back to the start.  

02 01SOMERSET
ODCOMBE & HAM HILL

DEVON
FERNWORTHY

OS Explorer map 129 Buy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop OS Explorer map OL28 Buy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop
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Longstone at point 6.

The tolmen 
(holed stone 
near Point 6), 

a naturally eroded 
granite boulder in the 
North Teign. Until 
recent times, children 
were passed through 
it to ‘cure’ them of 
whooping cough.

DON’T MISS...
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VIEW THE WALK ON VIEW THE WALK ON 
OS MAPS ONLINE:  OS MAPS ONLINE:  

walk1000miles.co.uk/cwroutes
IN ASSOCIATION WITH
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OS MAPS ONLINE:  OS MAPS ONLINE:  

walk1000miles.co.uk/cwroutes
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