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23 24POWYS
FFRIDD

ANGLESEY
HOLYHEAD MOUNTAIN

uDistance: 5 miles/8km uTime: 2½ hours uGrade: Moderate uDistance: 5 miles/8km  uTime: 3 hours uGrade: Moderate
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CHOSEN BY…  
STEVE GOODIER
Knighton has the 
Welsh name of 

‘Tref-y-Clawdd’ meaning ‘Town 
on the Dyke.’ It’s a stopping-
off point for long-distance 
walkers following the Offa’s 
Dyke National Trail, where 
hikers can visit the Offa’s Dyke 
Centre. Knighton has lots 	
to offer the walker and is 
surrounded by rolling hill 
country with a good footpath 
network. Our walk follows the 
Offa’s Dyke Path, climbing  
up and over the hill of Ffridd 
before returning back into  
the town via quiet back  
lanes and field paths.

1 Start  
Exit car park at bottom L 

away from Offa’s Dyke Centre 
to go L of play area passing 
through playing fields. As path 
curves L, leave it going ahead 
down steps (Offa’s Dyke) 
curving R (Offa’s Dyke) down 
sloping path. Go R at path 
junction leaving Offa’s Dyke. 
Head along river exiting to 
carpark. Continue on lane rising 
to curve R and L. Curve L at 
Cemetery Road walking along 
Church Street to reach main 
street. Go L crossing R before 
Knighton Hotel going R under 
arch to carpark (toilets). Exit 
carpark over brook at far end 
climbing steeply up lane to 
road junction. 

2⅔ mile/1km 
Cross diagonally R (Offa’s 

Dyke) going between houses 

CHOSEN BY... 
STEVE GOODIER
Holyhead Mountain 
(Mynydd Twr in 

Welsh) feels much higher than 
its 220 metres would suggest, 
largely due to its proximity to 
the sea. This route takes you 
over some rough terrain to  
the summit, and explores the 
hilltop’s coastal surroundings. 
The walk crosses the South 
Stack sea cliffs – one of the 
best protected nature reserves 
in Britain – so bring binoculars 
for the spectacle of razorbills, 
guillemots and puffins. Look 
out for Holyhead Mountain’s 
hut circles on your return.

1 Start 
Exit car park half R towards 

sea at bottom R passing 

‘Unprotected Cliffs’ sign/taking 
‘Wales Coast Path’. Go R at 
path junction overlooking cliffs. 
Follow path going L at junction 
staying L at next junction. 
Climb steps past Ellin’s Tower 
curving R around it cutting half 
L up steps. Continue past 
benches climbing steps/follow 
path steeply through wall gap 
to lane. Go L to lane end.

2 ⅔ mile/1km 
Go R (Wales Coast Path) 

climbing path/curving R to  
old lookout building. Continue 
ahead rising along rocky rib. 
Follow main/high path 
descending to curve R and  
rise. At fork go R to go L  
on surfaced track. Curve R  
to building going L at track 
junction past another building. ➥ ➥

(Ffridd Terrace) by curving R 
and L. Curve R by garages 
climbing beyond to cut half L 
shortly taking Offa’s Dyke 
uphill. Pass through opening 
rising to cross lane. Continue 
up steps climbing in woods 
beyond to pass through gate. 

Cut half L going L on surfaced 
track. Shortly go half R at 
marker post. Stay ahead at 
junction R/L. Rise going half L 
at marker. At next marker/
junction go R (signposted 
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ROUTE
Start/parking Car park at 
Offa’s Dyke Centre (West 
Street, Knighton) - Grid 
Reference SO 284725.
Is it for me? Field paths/
tracks. Quiet lane walking. 
Lots of ups and downs. 
Dogs on leads.
Stiles 1	

PLANNING
Nearest town Knighton	
Refreshments On Route.
Public toilets On route.
Public transport Trains 
from Shrewsbury & 
Swansea Buses from 
Ludlow & Builth Wells
Maps OS Explorer 201; 
Landranger 137

PLAN YOUR WALK

ROUTE 
Start/parking South Stack 
car park facing sign for 
‘Ancient Monument/Hut 
Circles’. Grid ref SH210818. 
Is it for me? Good tracks/
paths - very steep/rough 
in places. Unfenced cliffs/
exposed summit – care 
required with children/
dogs. Avoid in mist.  
Dogs on leads
Stiles 2

PLANNING 
Nearest town Holyhead 
Refreshments RSPB 
Centre/Holyhead
Public toilets None
Public transport  
Nothing to start
Maps OS Explorer 262; 
Landranger 114

PLAN YOUR WALK

Stunning views down to 
South Stack lighthouse

Climbing steeply in 
woodland near point 3.
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Coppa/summit). Climb path 
curving L as path joins. At 
junction/marker go R up steps 
shortly going R up more steps 
at junction. Follow steep path 
to summit Holyhead Mountain.

3 1¾ miles/2.8km 
Take the path westerly  

behind L shaped wall/ruins. 
Descend through rough/steep/
rocky ground following main 
path ignoring any minor 
turnings L/R. Zigzag down  
to reach minor path junction 
(SH219826) above good path 
junction. Drops to better 
junction (path coming in R). 

4 2 miles/3.2km 
Go L rising through rough/

broken ground. Join another 
path going ahead on it. Stay 
ahead (L) at fork higher up. 
Continue ahead as angle eases 
going L at track junction (sea 
ahead). Stay R at fork (wall 
above L). Rise going R at 
junction near head of shallow 
valley/wall L. Stay L at next fork 
(higher path). Soon descend 
going R at junction going L on 
good path. Leave this R as it 
heads towards marker above. 
Join path coming in L staying 
ahead to cut R up steps at fork 
as you start climbing. At top 
cross path. Follow wall passing 
R through it by marker. Rise to 
ruins on North Stack. Continue 
ahead on path (short distance) 
for best sea views.

5 2¾ miles/4.4km 
Re-trace steps through wall 

going ahead down rocky gully 
to go ahead at fork. At next 
fork go R going R at marker/
junction. Rise past marker/
junction L. Descend to pass 
junction L from outbound 
route. Stay ahead at next  
two junctions to curve L under 
outcrops. At junction go  
ahead to almost immediately 
go R at junction. Stay ahead  
at next three junctions rising to 
marker/junction of paths. Stay 
ahead going L on surfaced 
track. Pass two buildings 
staying ahead at junction. 
Curve R staying on tarmac 
track. Descend past barrier  

to lane. Go L going R through 
wall following outbound route  
back to carpark. Pass through 
carpark, cross lane and stile L 
of gate. Follow path through 
hut circles leaving it to explore 
them (a wall/gap is a good  
turn around point). Return  
to car park.  

Go R (fence R) curving L 
continuing up with fence/
woods R. Continue ahead when 
woods end on open hillside. 
Staying on R of fields, pass 
through four gates to the  
ridge end.

3 1½ miles/2.43km 
Continue on R side field 

cutting R through Dyke 
workings. Pass through gate 
going L down L of field. Pass 
through two gates continuing 
with Dyke L. Exit field via gate 
in narrow area walking along L 
side next field rising through 
gate. Cross field passing 
through gate continuing along 
R side field. Descend through 
gate (R corner) descending  
R side next field exiting to  
the lane via a gate.

42⅓ miles/3.7km 
Go R down lane to cut  

R at the road junction. Follow  
the lane up and then down, 
eventually descending steeply 
to road junction (A488)

5 3¾ miles/6km 
Cross carefully half R  

past garage. Take Pen-y-Bont 
lane crossing to R side. At 
‘Greenacre’ (L) cross L cutting 
back L (Glyndwr’s Way) rising 
up track going R before 
Woodhouse Close. Follow 
rising path continuing up when 
houses end to cross stile to 
lane. Go R dropping for few 
metres to go half L (Glyndwr’s 
Way). Follow rough track 
continuing after houses. 

Continue ahead and when 
track levels, pass through gap 
leaving track to cut back R 
taking path downhill over 
meadow. Drop diagonally half  
L passing through gate in 
corner to houses. Go L and 
descend steps curving R and  
L to parking area. Cut L cutting 
back R behind houses to curve 
R by gap following footpath  
to road. Go L following road  

to continue on it after it 
becomes West Street. Go L 
after bus stop to car park.  
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uOS Explorer map 262 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop uOS Explorer map 201 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop
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GET THIS WALK  
ON YOUR PHONE: 

lfto.com/cwroutes
IN ASSOCIATION WITH

OS MAPS
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