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17 18NORTH YORKSHIRE
OSMOTHERLEY

DURHAM
SHACKLESBOROUGH

uDistance: 4½ miles/7.15km uTime: 2½ hours uGrade: Easy uDistance: 6½ miles/10.5km uTime: 3½ hours uGrade: ModerateN
OR

TH
 E

A
ST

N
OR

TH
 E

A
ST

 

CHOSEN BY…  
MARK REID
Osmotherley lies 
sheltered beneath  

the Cleveland Hills, a beautiful 
village of old stone cottages 
and pubs with a stepped 
Market Cross at its heart. This 
walk heads onto the moors 
above Oak Dale, where it 
meets an ancient drovers’ 
road. Along the way there  
are superb views across  
the plains of Mowbray and 
Cleveland and away to the 
Pennines in the far distance. 

1 Start 
From the market square, 

with your back to the Golden 
Lion pub, turn L across junction 
and village green then head 
through alley between the 

houses. Emerging onto lane,  
go through squeeze-stile 
opposite, then follow the 
enclosed path across fields 
then descend steps through 
woodland to footbridge  
over Cod Beck. 

2⅓ mile/500m 
Ascend far bank, cross 

farm track and follow path, 
climbing alongside fence/
hedge L, to reach gate in  
the fence. Continue across  
the field (fence L) and  
through another gate 
(Whitehouse Farm R). Cross 
field then bear R to join farm 
track. Turn L along track for 
150m to reach junction with 
enclosed track. Cross stile by 
gate. Turn R on track and 
continue to reach road.

CHOSEN BY…  
PAUL & CHRISTINE 
MONAGHAN
Walking on the 

Teesdale Way at Percy  
Myer Rock we looked out  
at an old favourite of ours, 
Goldsborough Hill, but what  
is the similar summit to  
the right? Working on the 
principle that if we enjoyed 
Goldsborough we would 
probably enjoy this hill  
we decided to investigate.  
It turned out to be 
Shacklesborough. It’s the  
kind of distinctive summit  
that viewed from Balderhead 
Reservoir entices you to climb 
it. We expected a boggy 
moorland tramp but were 
pleasantly surprised to find 
well maintained stone tracks 

and a recently laid plastic mat 
track made for easy walking 
and navigation. There is a 
superb 360º view at the top 
that includes a spectacular 
view down the valley over 
three reservoirs and a full vista 
of the high Pennine summits. 
A very rewarding viewpoint for 
a not too demanding climb. 

1 Start 
Go through gate and 

continue through gates near 
barns. After going through 
gate signed ‘Watersports 
Prohibited’, go around bend 
and follow track L towards 
head of reservoir. Cross bridge 
and climb to gate. Enter moor 
but do not take track away 
from reservoir. Instead take 
narrow path L and stay near ➥ ➥

3¾ mile/1.2km 
Turn L on road for short 

distance then take track R 
(signed ‘Cleveland Way, Black 
Hambleton’) through gate. 

fence for a short distance  
until you cross a plank  
bridge over a stream. 
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ROUTE
Start/parking On-street 
parking by village square 
in Osmotherley, grid ref 
SE456972
Is it for me? Muddy paths 
and tracks across fields 
and through woodland, 
with some road walking 
Stiles 4

PLANNING
Nearest town 
Northallerton
Refreshments Three pubs 
and a cafe at Osmotherley.
Public toilets Osmotherley
Public transport Buses 80, 
X80 and 89 connect 
Osmotherley with 
Northallerton, Stokesley 
and Middlesbrough.  
www.getdown.org.uk
Maps OS Explorer OL26, 
Landranger 99 & 100

PLAN YOUR WALK

ROUTE
Start/parking Parking area 
at end of road north of 
Balderhead Reservoir,  
grid ref NY910189
Is it for me? Shooters’ 
tracks with a little easy 
free walking and a quiet 
dead end road. No dogs 
permitted. Walking can be 
prohibited on a limited 
number of days check 
www.openaccess.
naturalengland.org.uk  
or ring 0300 060 2091 
Stiles None

PLANNING
Nearest town  
Middleton-in-Teesdale
Refreshments None on 
walk. Nearest Rose & 
Crown, Romaldkirk.
Public toilets None
Public transport None
Maps OS Explorer OL31  
& OL19, Landranger 92

PLAN YOUR WALK

Looking down over three 
reservoirs from Shacklesborough.

Crossing Jenny 
Brewster’s Gill.
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2 1¼ miles/2km 
Take track to the L of 

stream heading away from 
reservoir towards hill summit. 
Stay on track which later 
becomes plastic matting. 
Follow this matting until you 

are adjacent to the summit 
then turn L and free walk to 
cairn and trig point. 

3 2¼ miles/3.6km 
Continue across top in an 

easterly direction to descend 
from summit plateau. Circle R 
to find another plastic mat 
track heading towards a hut. 
Turn L on stone track. Follow 
stone track when it turns R, 
then turn L at a junction. 
Continue past buildings at 
Water Knott and descend  
to dam at head of reservoir. 

4 4 miles/6.3km 
After crossing cattle grid 

and viewing reservoir take 
descending track to Blackton 
Grange. Pass between 
buildings and continue on 

signed footpath. Cross bridge 
above Blackton Reservoir and 
follow path R downstream. 

5 4½ miles/7.4km 
At Low Birk Hat Farm go 

through iron gate and turn L on 
farm track signed Pennine Way. 
Climb past Hannah’s Meadow. 
Later deviate L on a boardwalk 
to a rudimentary visitor centre. 
Return and continue on track 
uphill. Turn L on road back  
to start point.  

Follow track for 300m before 
heading down into woodland, 
ignoring branching track R, to 
reach bridge over Slape Stones 
Beck. Continue along track to 
reach Oakdale Cottage, L. 
Continue on track heading up 
through Oak Dale to gate. Go 
through and continue to end of 
track near head of valley, with 
confluence of streams R. 

4 1¼ miles/1.9km 
Head straight on through 

woodland to reach footbridge 
across Jenny Brewster’s Spring, 
then follow path R through 
woodland, which emerges  
from trees and becomes 
flagged. Climbing steeply out 
of valley. As gradient eases, 
continue for 300m to reach 
road at Square Corner. 

5 2 miles/3.2km 
Turn L along road and 

follow for 1.2km to reach 
former pub the Chequers, R. 
Continue along road, branch R 
at junction and follow lane for 
150m, then turn L along grassy 
track (signpost). Follow for 
400m to reach stile in wall 
corner. Cross stile then proceed 
with wall L for 200m to reach 
gateway (views of Osmotherley 
ahead). Go through and cross 
field with wall L, crossing 
racehorse training gallops.  
Go through gate that leads 
onto enclosed grassy track.

63⅔ miles/5.8km 
Turn L on track and follow 

for 300m to reach junction at 
entrance to Whitehouse Farm. 
Turn R on clear track and 

retrace outbound steps for 
150m to reach signpost.  
Head R along path across  
field to join the wall, R, and 
follow it downhill, passing 
through gates. Cross track  
and continue to reach 
footbridge over Cod Beck. 
Cross and follow enclosed  
path slanting back up wooded 
bank, then straight on across 
field and through alley to 
return to village.  
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uOS Explorer maps OL31 & OL19 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop uOS Explorer map OL26 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop
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Hannah’s 
Meadow, 
formerly 

farmed traditionally 
alone by Hannah 
Hauxwell. A number 
of Yorkshire Television 
documentaries were 
made between 1972 
and 1993 about her 
life and experiences 
after retirement.

DON’T MISS...
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VIEW THE WALK ON 
OS MAPS ONLINE: 

lfto.com/cwroutes
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OS MAPS
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