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25 26argyll & bute
castle stalker & jubilee bridge

perth & kinross/highland
rannoch station to corrour station

uDistance: 2¾ miles/4.25km uTime: 1½ hours uGrade: Easy uDistance: 11 miles/ 17.5km uTime: 5 hours uGrade: Moderate
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chosen by…  
keith fergus
Castle Stalker is  
one of Argyll’s most 

popular and iconic structures. 
It holds a prominent position 
at the junction of Loch Linnhe 
and Loch Laich near to the 
village of Appin. Besides its 
interesting history, movie 
lovers may recognise it from 
Monty Python and the Holy 
Grail. The recently refurbished 
Jubilee Bridge spans the 
mudflats at the head of Loch 
Laich and consequently allows 
for a marvellous circular walk 
that has an abundance of 
history, scenery and wildlife.

1 Start 
From large car park opposite 

Appin Village Hall, turn R, 

follow pavement beside A828 
through village. Appin means 
Abbey Lands and refers to 
lands owned by mediaeval 
abbey on Lismore that was 
founded by St Moluag, Patron 
Saint of Argyll. Turn L onto a 
minor road for Port Appin and 
follow this west. It makes for 
pleasant walking, lined with 
birch and rowan trees with 
brief glimpses of Castle Stalker.

2 1 mile/1.5km 
After 1.5km turn R onto 

surfaced path signposted 
Jubilee Bridge, follow this 
alongside Loch Laich, an inlet 
of Loch Linnhe. Because of 
saltmarsh, mudflats and rich 
grassland habitats it is an 
important area for wildlife; 
oystercatcher, Canada goose, 

chosen by…  
ralph storer
At a height of 408m 
Corrour Station on 

the West Highland Railway  
lies at the heart of a 50-mile 
wide expanse of roadless  
land that stretches from  
the west coast of Scotland  
to the Cairngorms. The terrain, 
especially on Rannoch Moor 
west of the station, is a vast 
mosaic of moor and peat  
bog, out of which remote 
mountains soar above hidden 
lochs. The line could be built 
only by floating the tracks  
on a bed of tree roots, 
brushwood, earth and ashes. 
With no road access, such 
remote and difficult country 
would normally be out of 
bounds to all but intrepid 

backpackers, but the lifeline  
of the railway amazingly  
puts it within reach of day 
trips. Rarely can such remote 
country be reached for so  
little effort, but if you can  
step aboard a train you  
can get there and take  
a walk on the wild side.  
The next station south 
(Rannoch) lies at the end  
of the B846, making it 
accessible by road as well  
as train. Between the two 
stations ancient paths 
criss-cross the moor to make  
a station-to-station day walk 
possible between trains. The 
route is part of the historic 
Road to the Isles, once used  
by cattle drovers as well as 
clansmen raiding rival 
territories.➥ ➥

ringed plover, lapwing, 
turnstone, sandpiper, snipe, 
otter, water vole and grey seals 
may well be spotted. Continue 
to reach wooden Jubilee 
Bridge, which was built in 1898 
to provide better access to 
local church for those living in 
Portnacroish. Prior to this 
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Route
Start/parking Appin 
Community car park, 
Appin, PA38 4DL,  
grid ref NM938459
Is it for me? Minor road, 
paved paths
Stiles None

Planning
Nearest town Oban
Refreshments Port Appin 
Hotel, Port Appin  
(Tel: 01631 730 302)
Public toilets None
Public transport Buses 
from Oban and Fort 
William to Appin
Maps OS Explorer 376; 
Landranger 49

plan your walk

Route
Start/parking Rannoch 
Station, PH17 2QA,  
grid ref NN422579
Is it for me? A wild walk in 
uninhabited country with 
occasionally boggy paths
Stiles None

Planning
Nearest town  
Kinloch Rannoch
Refreshments   
Corrour Station House  
Public transport  
See Logistics
Public toilets At stations 
Maps OS Explorer 385; 
Landranger 42/41

Logistics
Train N from Rannoch 
c.11.30, train back S from 
Corrour c.18.30, allowing 
around 7 hours walking. 
There are earlier and later 
trains. Corrour is a request 
stop. Wave to stop train: 
scotrail.co.uk, 03448 110141. 
Or, stay overnight and get 
train back next day. 

plan your walkInto the wild on the 
shores of Loch Ossian.

Castle Stalker and the 
mountains of Kingairloch.
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1 Start 
Walk E along B846 to  

the start of the Land Rover 
track opposite Loch Eigheach, 
signposted Public Footpath  
to Ft William by Corrour 
(NN446579). 

2 1½ miles/2.5km 
Track runs NW then  

N across moor, contouring 
around shoulder of hill into 
hidden glen of Allt Eigheach. 
Track fords river at mouth of 
Coire Eigheach. Footbridge  
just before ford.

3 3½ miles/5.5km 
Track climbs slightly  

to junction with side path  
at forestry plantation.

4 3¾ miles/6km	  
Stay on main track as  

it curves L round trees and 
begins to climb. This ancient 
section of track becomes more 
overgrown but is still in good 
condition. It makes rising 
traverse across W flank of  
Carn Dearg. After levelling  
out at 540m contour it  
crosses from Landranger map  
42 to Landranger 41, passes  
a side path L and bears R  
to descend more steeply.  
By now little more than  
a path, it reaches junction  
at Peter’s Rock (a boulder  
with a memorial plaque). 

5 8.5 miles/13.5km 
Turn L to follow track 

gently down moor beneath 
Meall na Lice. This section of 

track is being gradually 
reclaimed by moor, leaving  
a few boggy wallows to  
leap over. In compensation, 
expansive view W over Loch 
Ossian to array of massive 
mountains flanking upper  
Glen Nevis. Near lochside  
bear R to reach vehicle track 
around shoreline.

6 10 miles/16km 
Pass Youth Hostel access 

track and reach junction at 
head of loch. Stay L to cross 
moor to Corrour Station.  

crossings were made by horse 
and cart while livestock were 
moved along waymarked route 
at low tide.

3 1¼ miles/2km 
As you cross bridge 

marvellous view opens out to 
Castle Stalker, standing on its 
own island on Loch Linnhe. Its 
outline is dwarfed by massive 
mountains of Kingairloch on 
horizon. Translating from the 
Gaelic Stalcaire as either 
Hunter or Falconer, Castle 
Stalker was constructed by 
Clan MacDougall around 1320 
with its present guise built by 
Lord Stewart of Lorn in the 15th 

century. It was a Stewart 
stronghold for over 200 years 
although in 1620 it was, 
bizarrely, lost in a drunken 
wager with the Campbell’s of 
Airds. Follow section of 
boardwalk which gains path 
that culminates at a cycle/
walkway. Turn L, cross bridge 
over burn and continue easily 
for 0.5km to minor road at 
Portnacroish. Turn L, take track 
onto stony beach where there 
is another fine view of castle. 
It’s open for tours at certain 
times of the year.

4 1¾ miles/2.75km 
Retrace your steps back 

along cycle/walkway passing 
outward bound path. Follow 
attractive path, lined with 
rowan, oak and birch, southeast 
back towards Appin. After 1km 
it concludes at A828.

5 2½ miles/4km 
Turn R, follow pavement 

back into Appin.  

26 25perth & kinross/highland
rannoch station to corrour station

argyll & bute
castle stalker & jubilee bridge

uOS Explorer map 385 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop uOS Explorer map 376 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop
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VIEW the walk on 
OS MAPS online:  

lfto.com/cwroutes
In association with

OS maps
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