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09 10SHROPSHIRE
RIVER ONNY & HOPESAY HILL

LEICESTERSHIRE
SENCE VALLEY FOREST PARK

uDistance: 7 miles/11.5km uTime: 3 hours uGrade: Moderate uDistance: 7½ miles/12km uTime: 2½ hours uGrade: Moderate
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CHOSEN BY…  
SIMON WHALEY
Walk where trains 
once ran along the 

Craven Arms to Bishops Castle 
railway line, as it passed 
through the picturesque Onny 
Valley. Today, it’s quiet enough 
for kingfishers, dippers and 
red kites. Meander through 
some of Shropshire’s 
unfrequented rolling hills,  
then head up Hopesay Hill 
(NT) and spend all afternoon 
gazing at the view. Don’t 
forget your picnic.

1 Start  
From the car park, take the 

signed kissing gate into the 
field, and follow the disused 
railway line between 
embankments. Continue 

through a gate, then drop R, 
into a meadow alongside River 
Onny. Continue to a stile. Cross 
track, climbing steps opposite. 
(Those using the bus to 
Wistanstow (1km) can join 
route here.) Take kissing gate, 
and keep R through meadow. 
Cross stile into next field, 
following river on R. Cross  
stile and rejoin disused railway 
track. Continue ahead, along 
permissive path, taking a stile 
beside metal gate. Follow track 
to another stile by gate at a 
path junction. Ignore path on L, 
and continue ahead, along 
trackbed, passing under 
Glenburrell bridge.

2  1¾ miles/2.8km  
Where railway crossed 

river, take path on L and climb 

CHOSEN BY…  
CAROL 
BURKINSHAW
During 1998,  

as the National Forest was 
putting its roots down across 
Derbyshire, Staffordshire and 
Leicestershire, nearly 100,000 
trees were planted at Sence 
Valley Forest Park. In 2012 to 
mark the Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee the Woodland Trust 
chose a neighbouring location 
to plant 300,000 trees – the 
Queen Elizabeth Diamond 
Jubilee Wood – as the 
centrepiece of its countrywide 
project to grow generous new 
tracts of sustainable tree 
cover. Alongside exploring 
these new woodland/wetland 
landscapes, based on former 
opencast mining sites, this 

route passes through the 
villages of Normanton le 
Heath, Ravenstone and 
Donington le Heath with its 
13th-century manor house,  
and covers sections of the 
National Forest Way.

1 Start  
From Noon Column 

sculpture – one of six oak 
columns scattered around the 
National Forest with a vertical 
slot carved in it so that at True 
Noon each day the sun shines 
through the hole – head across 
car park, bear R for 20m to 
intersection and descend track 
L. L at T-junction beside 
Horseshoe Lake and turn  
R by Goss Water. Fork L at 
picnic area and soon divert  
R across footbridge. Path ➥ ➥

to a kissing gate. Continue 
along fence line on L. Bear R  
to stile on L. Cross and climb  

winds to track on edge of  
park. Go R, climb stile L in  
20m and walk R to track. 
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ROUTE
Start/parking Free 
parking at Onny Trail Car 
Park, grid ref SO430844 
Is it for me? Disused 
railway lines, some steep 
sections, open hills, 
woodland tracks and 
country lanes
Stiles 11

PLANNING 
Nearest town  
Craven Arms 
Refreshments None on 
route (nearest: The  
Plough Inn, Wistanstow - 
01588 673251)
Public toilets  
None on route
Public transport None. 
Service 435 (Shrewsbury 
to Ludlow – Mon to Sat) 
stops at Wistanstow, 
about 1km north of route
Maps OS Explorer 217; 
Landranger 137

PLAN YOUR WALK

ROUTE
Start/parking  
Upper car park at Sence 
Valley Forest Park,  
off Ravenstone Road, 
Ibstock, LE67 6NW,  
grid ref SK404113 
Is it for me? Gently 
undulating through young 
woodlands and fields 
– part of which follows the 
National Forest Way (path 
not always visible on the 
ground in section 5) –  
and quiets roads 
Stiles 13

PLANNING 
Nearest town Coalville
Refreshments Kings Arms 
in Ravenstone and
tearoom at Donington  
le Heath manor house
Public toilets At start 
Public transport None
Maps OS Explorer 245; 
Landranger 128 & 129

PLAN YOUR WALKWildfowl on 
Stonebridge Pool.

Views of the Shropshire 
Hills from Heath Wood.
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2 1¼ miles/2km  
Follow byway L to lane. 

Head L and in 100m turn R at 
signpost along field boundary 
to junction of gates. Go L over 
footbridge and up field edge to 
second marker post. Branch R 
– signed National Forest Way 
– into Diamond Jubilee 
woodland. Maintain direction 
– don’t miss the Welcome Barn 
– through woodland and across 
field to road junction.

3 2¾ miles/4.45km  
Join path opposite, cross 

field and bear slightly R to pass 
Normanton le Heath’s church. 
Turn R at lane and keep ahead 
at crossroads along School 
Lane. Fork R at lane end, curve 
L at junction and by marker 
post branch R back into 
Diamond Jubilee wood. Path 

swings L through wood to 
intersection. Veer R through 
fields to enclosed path into 
Ravenstone.

4 4½ miles/7.25km  
Cross road to Hospital 

Lane – passing almhouses – 
and turn R at church. Go L at 
crossroads and after village 
green bear R to A447. Pick up 
St Mary’s Lane opposite and 
when lane bends L by Snibston 
church continue along track  
to climb stile. Walk up field  
to marker at hedge corner,  
and veer diagonally L to stile 
on edge of Donington le Heath. 
Walk R with new housing on  
L to lane.

5 6 miles/9.65km 
Divert L to the junction  

by the manor house, turn  

R and then take 2nd R along 
Townsend Lane. Continue  
on track, climb stile L in 250m 
and head diagonally down field 
to marker post. Negotiate 
footbridge and curve L around 
field edge to climb steps.  
Cross middle of field to former 
railway track. Briefly turn R  
and then head diagonally L 
across field to marker post. 
Continue same direction for 
50m to next marker post.  
Turn R to road and then  
L to start.  

to kissing gate opposite. Pass 
property on L and climb to 
kissing gate beside outbuilding. 
Climb to stile opposite. Cross 
into woods and climb (steeply) 
to wide forest track. Turn R. 
Drop and bear L. At junction 
with property, turn L. Climb 
gently, then bear R to a stile  
by gate. Continue along track, 
which bears R and drops. 
Follow track L into next field. 
Pass a property on R, then 
climb gently. Take gate up  
into woods to a junction  
with a lane. Turn R.

3  3 miles/4.8km  
Follow lane to junction  

at Round Oak. Turn L, passing 
properties and ignoring minor 
lane R to The Fish. Continue 
ahead, climbing gently. After 
entrance to Wart Hill on L, take 
the kissing gate on R (beside 
byway) to enter Hopesay Hill 
(NT). Climb along L boundary. 
Pass through kissing gate and 
continue climbing. Ignore next 
two footpaths on L. After 

passing summit, drop gently,  
to path junction.

4  4½ miles/7.3km 
Turn L, through kissing 

gate, signed to Craven Arms. 
Follow boundary on R, 
dropping to stile in corner. 
Cross onto track, then drop  
to field. Keep R, dropping to 
kissing gate. Enter field, cut 
across, eventually picking up 
boundary on L. Drop to stile 
beside cottage. Cross into  
large grazing area. Cut across 
to kissing gate opposite 
(passing Sibdon Castle Farm 
on L). Take kissing gate, cross 
bridge and kissing gate into 
next field, bearing L to kissing 
gate. Cross tarmac lane and 

take kissing gate opposite  
into field. Head across,  
bearing gently L to opposite 
corner. Cross stile and drop  
to lane. 

5  5½ miles/9km 
Turn L. Follow narrow lane 

to junction, and cross straight 
over. Follow this lane to next 
junction, then turn R to return 
to the car park.  
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uOS Explorer map 245 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop uOS Explorer map 217 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop
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The 
Glenburrell 
bridge is the 

only remaining bridge 
crossing the Bishop’s 
Castle railway to 
survive. It was 
renovated by 
members of the 
Bishop’s Castle 
Railway Society.
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lfto.com/cwroutes
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