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U
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U
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U
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■
D

istance: 10¼
 m

iles/16.5km
 ■

Tim
e: 4½

 hours ■
G

rade: Challenging 
■

D
istance: 5¼

 m
iles/8.5km

 ■
Tim

e: 2¼
 hours ■

G
rade: Easy 
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O
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Y…
 

SIM
O

N
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H
A
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From
 Ludlow

’s 
bustling m

arket, w
ith 

its 12th century origins, this 
route runs around Ludlow

’s 
N

orm
an C

astle, once held by 
the C

row
n, into M

ortim
er 

Forest. This 20
th-century-

nam
ed forest covers three 

ancient Saxon hunting 
grounds w

here royals once 
caught their dinner. Eat the 
vistas, particularly from

 H
igh 

V
innalls and W

hitcliffe 
Com

m
on, and look out for 

rare long-haired fallow
 deer.

1 Start 
From

 m
arket, head tow

ards 
castle, and turn R

 around 
castle perim

eter. Take second 
path on R

, signed Shropshire 

W
ay and M

ortim
er Trail (M

T). 
D

rop to road, then clim
b to 

D
inham

 B
ridge. Turn R

 over 
this, into W

hitcliffe C
om

m
on 

and follow
 M

T up steps. Path 
bears R

, then clim
bs steps to 

junction. C
ontinue ahead (M

T) 
to road. Turn R

. Take Low
er 

W
ood R

oad, then fork L (M
T). 

Ignore signed path (L), 
continue on path running 
parallel to road below

. Ignore 
steps (R

) and begin long clim
b 

to junction. Turn L to road.

2 1¼
 m

iles/2.1km
 

C
ross over, passing 

through M
ortim

er Forest 
W

hitcliffe car park, retaining 
M

T round barrier gate, on w
ide 

forest track. Ignore crossing 
paths. Follow

 M
T through 

forest and round to the L. 

C
H

O
SE

N
 B

Y…
 

C
A

R
O

L 
B

U
R

K
IN

SH
A

W
Surrounded by 

rolling farm
land, B

raunston-
in-R

utland lies on the G
w

ash, 
a tributary of the W

elland, 
som

e tw
o m

iles south-w
est 

of R
utland’s county tow

n of 
O

akham
. Significant enough 

to be m
arked on O

S Explorer 
m

aps as a tourist feature, a 
strange stone carving now

 
stands in the village 
churchyard near the base of 
the tow

er. K
now

n as the 
B

raunston ‘G
oddess’, it w

as 
discovered in the 1920

s w
hen 

the church doorstep w
as 

being replaced. B
uried 

facedow
n, the sculpture w

as 
the doorstep! Its age and 
m

eaning continue to generate 

debate. Leaving B
raunston’s 

church, the route soon links in 
to a section of the Leighfield 
W

ay that runs seven m
iles 

from
 B

elton-in-R
utland to 

O
akham

. A
long the w

ay you 
pass the Leicestershire and 
R

utland W
ildlife Trust’s 

Prior’s Coppice. The return 
leg to B

raunston takes you 
through the tiny settlem

ent 
of B

rooke, w
here you can 

see the earthw
orks of its  

one-tim
e priory. B

e sure to 
reserve a table at B

raunston’s 
popular B

lue B
all inn – it’s a 

foodie’s delight.

1 Start 
W

ith your back to B
lue 

B
all pub (A

ll Saints church 
opposite) go L along C

edar 
Street 15m

 to triangular 
➥

➥

junction. Turn R
, signed for 

village hall, onto W
ood Lane. 

The road gently heads uphill 
to sharp L bend w

here you 
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U
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Start/parking Lud
low

 
M

arket, g
rid

 ref SO
510

74
6

. 
P

arking
 Lud

low
 Sm

ithfield
, 

p
o

stco
d

e SY
8 1R

N
, o

r 
lo

ng
-stay p

arking
 at Low

er 
G

ald
efo

rd
 SY

8 1G
T 

Is it for m
e? M

o
stly fo

rest 
tracks. So

m
e steep

 clim
b

s 
Stiles N

o
ne

P
LA

N
N

IN
G

N
earest tow

n Lud
low

 
R

efreshm
ents A

m
p

le 
cho

ice in Lud
low

. Try the 
C

harlto
n A

rm
s (0

1584
 

872813) o
r C

hurch Inn 
(0

1584
 874

0
34

) 
Public toilets C

astle Street 
(near m

arket) 
Public transport 
Shrew

sb
ury to

 Lud
low

 
b

us 4
35 (M

o
n-Sat, 

m
insterleym

o
to

rs.co.uk) 
K

id
d

erm
inster to

 Lud
low

 
292 (M

o
n-Sat, 

d
iam

o
nd

b
uses.co

m
). 

Lud
low

 railw
ay statio

n 
0

.5km
 fro

m
 ro

ute start 
M

aps O
S E

xp
lo

rer 20
3; 

Land
rang

er 137 

P
LA

N
 YO

U
R

 W
A

LK

R
O

U
TE

Start/parking C
o

nsid
erate 

ro
ad

sid
e p

arking
 o

n C
ed

ar 
Street, B

raunsto
n (near 

church/B
lue B

all inn), 
g

rid
 ref SK

8320
6

6
, 

p
o

stco
d

e LE
15 8Q

S 
Is it for m

e? E
asy 

navig
atio

n acro
ss 

g
ently und

ulating
 field

s 
(m

ainly sheep
 p

asture) 
o

n g
o

o
d

 p
aths/tracks 

and
 q

uiet lanes 
Stiles 10

P
LA

N
N

IN
G

N
earest tow

n O
akham

 
R

efreshm
ents The B

lue 
B

all inn at start 
(theb

lueb
allb

raunsto
n.

co.uk; 0
1572 722135) 

Public toilets N
o

ne 
Public transport N

o
ne 

M
aps O

S E
xp

lo
rer 234

; 
Land

rang
er 14

1 

P
LA

N
 YO

U
R

 W
A

LK

Ludlow
 C

astle and D
inham

  
B

ridge, over the R
iver Tem

e.
V

iew
 from

 Leighfield W
ay in betw

een 
Prior's C

oppice and Leigh Lodge.

B

A
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✁

st
ic

k 
fo

rw
ar

ds
 o

nt
o 

tr
ac

k.
 

A
t t

he
 e

nd
 o

f t
he

 b
ui

ld
in

gs
, 

cr
os

s 
fo

ot
br

id
ge

 a
nd

 n
eg

ot
ia

te
 

ga
te

 L
 in

to
 fi

el
d.

 W
al

k 
ac

ro
ss

 
tw

o 
fie

ld
s 

di
ag

on
al

ly
 to

w
ar

ds
 

Pr
io

r’s
 C

op
pi

ce
 to

 re
ac

h 
an

d 
 

cl
im

b 
st

ile
.

2 ¾
 m

ile
/1

.2
km

 
Tu

rn
 R

 o
n 

pa
th

 in
 b

et
w

ee
n 

w
oo

dl
an

d 
fr

in
ge

 a
nd

 fe
nc

e 
– 

tw
o 

sm
al

l p
on

ds
 R

 in
 fi

el
d 

– 
to

 
re

ac
h 

tr
ac

k 
at

 e
nd

 o
f t

re
es

. 
En

te
r f

ie
ld

 a
he

ad
 –

 L
 o

f h
ed

ge
 

en
d 

in
 fr

on
t o

f y
ou

. T
ra

ce
 

R
-h

an
d 

fie
ld

 b
ou

nd
ar

y 
do

w
n 

to
 s

til
e/

tr
ac

k 
on

 e
dg

e 
of

 
w

oo
dl

an
d.

 D
iv

er
t L

 o
n 

tr
ac

k 
15

m
 a

nd
 c

lim
b 

st
ile

 L
. S

tr
ik

e 
di

ag
on

al
ly

 R
, r

is
in

g 
to

 v
ie

w
 o

f 
Le

ig
h 

Lo
dg

e,
 a

nd
 d

ro
pp

in
g 

to
 

ga
te

 a
t f

ar
-R

 fi
el

d 
co

rn
er

 
be

si
de

 th
is

 p
ro

pe
rt

y.
 G

o 
L 

sh
or

t d
is

ta
nc

e 
on

 tr
ac

k 
be

si
de

 
Le

ig
h 

Lo
dg

e 
to

 T
-ju

nc
tio

n.

3 1¾
 m

ile
s/

2.
8k

m
 

W
al

k 
L 

up
 d

riv
ew

ay
 fo

r 
ro

ug
hl

y 
on

e 
m

ile
, p

as
si

ng
 

Le
ig

h 
Lo

dg
e 

co
tt

ag
es

 R
, 

to
 m

ee
t B

ra
un

st
on

 R
oa

d.
  

Th
e 

si
te

 o
f t

he
 m

ed
ie

va
l 

B
ro

ok
e 

vi
lla

ge
 c

an
 b

e 
se

en
 in

 
th

e 
fie

ld
s 

op
po

si
te

. W
al

k 
R

 o
n 

la
ne

, s
w

in
gi

ng
 L

 a
t S

ho
rn

e 
H

ill
, 

to
 c

ro
ss

ro
ad

s.
 H

ea
d 

L 
to

 
ju

nc
tio

n 
in

 B
ro

ok
e.

 T
he

 ro
ut

e 
cu

rv
es

 L
, w

ith
 a

 lo
ve

ly
, l

on
g 

th
at

ch
ed

 c
ot

ta
ge

 L
, b

ut
 it

’s
 

w
or

th
w

hi
le

 d
ro

pp
in

g 
R

 to
 

ad
m

ire
 th

is
 p

et
ite

 c
om

m
un

ity
 

an
d 

its
 c

hu
rc

h.
 A

pp
ro

ac
hi

ng
 

R
-h

an
d 

be
nd

, e
ar

th
w

or
ks

 o
f 

B
ro

ok
e 

Pr
io

ry
 a

nd
 a

 d
ov

ec
ot

e 
ca

n 
be

 s
ee

n 
to

 R
.

4
 4¼

 m
ile

s/
6.

8k
m

 
Ju

st
 b

ef
or

e 
pr

iv
at

e 
re

si
de

nc
e,

 w
hi

ch
 s

its
 b

es
id

e 
L 

ki
nk

 in
 la

ne
, e

nt
er

 fi
el

d 
L 

to
 

tr
ac

e 
its

 R
-h

an
d 

bo
rd

er
, w

hi
ch

 
la

te
r c

ur
ve

s 
L 

to
 m

ar
ke

r p
os

t. 
H

er
e,

 tu
rn

 R
 o

ve
r f

oo
tb

rid
ge

 
an

d 
th

en
 s

til
e 

to
 g

ra
ss

y 
tr

ac
k.

 
D

iv
er

t L
 5

m
 a

nd
, v

ia
 s

til
e,

 
en

te
r f

ie
ld

 R
. B

ea
r d

ia
go

na
lly

 
L 

ac
ro

ss
 fi

el
d 

to
 n

ex
t s

til
e.

 
H

ea
d 

R
 a

lo
ng

 fi
el

d 
an

d 
go

 L
 

in
 fi

el
d 

co
rn

er
 to

 k
ee

p 
ah

ea
d 

ac
ro

ss
 s

ev
er

al
 fi

el
ds

 a
nd

 la
te

r 

an
 e

nc
lo

se
d 

pa
th

 b
ac

k 
to

 
W

oo
d 

La
ne

. T
ur

n 
R

 to
 re

tr
ac

e 
yo

ur
 s

te
ps

 to
 a

 tr
ia

ng
ul

ar
 

ju
nc

tio
n 

an
d 

go
 L

 a
lo

ng
 C

ed
ar

 
St

re
et

 to
 th

e 
st

ar
t. 

D
es

ce
nd

 to
w

ar
ds

 M
ar

y 
K

no
ll 

V
al

le
y.

 F
or

es
t t

ra
ck

 tu
rn

s 
sh

ar
p 

R
. P

as
s 

ro
ck

 fa
ce

 (
R

), 
th

en
 

ta
ke

 s
ec

on
d 

pa
th

 o
n 

R
 (

M
T)

. 
D

ro
p 

to
 c

ro
ss

 s
tr

ea
m

, t
he

n 
cl

im
b 

to
 ju

nc
tio

n.

3 3 
m

ile
s/

4.
8k

m
 

Tu
rn

 L
, t

he
n 

R
 o

nt
o 

na
rr

ow
 

as
ce

nd
in

g 
pa

th
. A

t j
un

ct
io

n,
 

tu
rn

 R
 (

M
T)

, c
lim

bi
ng

 th
ro

ug
h 

tr
ee

s.
 C

on
tin

ue
 o

ve
r c

ro
ss

in
g 

tr
ac

k,
 c

lim
bi

ng
 to

w
ar

ds
 o

pe
n 

hi
lls

id
e.

 F
or

k 
L 

on
to

 b
rid

le
w

ay
 

ac
ro

ss
 C

lim
bi

ng
 J

ac
k 

C
om

m
on

. A
t n

ex
t j

un
ct

io
n,

 
tu

rn
 L

, r
et

ai
ni

ng
 b

rid
le

w
ay

. 
D

ro
p 

to
 w

id
e 

tr
ac

k.
 T

ur
n 

R
, 

th
en

 R
 a

ga
in

, o
nt

o 
st

on
e 

tr
ac

k.
 

C
lim

b 
to

 fo
rk

, b
ea

r L
 to

 h
ea

d 
to

 H
ig

h 
V

in
na

lls
 s

um
m

it.

4
 5½

 m
ile

s/
8.

7k
m

 
Fo

llo
w

 p
at

h 
as

 it
 d

ro
ps

, 
be

ar
in

g 
R

. T
ak

e 
si

gn
ed

 
V

in
na

lls
 L

oo
p 

on
 L

. D
ro

p 
to

 
ju

nc
tio

n.
 C

ro
ss

 o
ve

r, 
dr

op
pi

ng
 

to
 jo

in
 a

 w
id

e 
tr

ac
k.

 Ig
no

re
 

ac
ce

ss
ib

ili
ty

 tr
ai

l, 
th

en
 tu

rn
 R

 
on

to
 s

to
ne

 tr
ac

k.
 D

es
ce

nd
 

ge
nt

ly
, c

ro
ss

in
g 

ac
ce

ss
ib

ili
ty

 
tr

ai
l a

ga
in

, b
ea

rin
g 

R
 to

 
cr

os
si

ng
 tr

ac
k.

 T
ur

n 
L,

 o
ve

r 
st

re
am

, t
he

n 
L 

ag
ai

n,
 

al
on

gs
id

e 
st

re
am

. C
lim

b 
to

 
ju

nc
tio

n 
an

d 
tu

rn
 s

ha
rp

 R
, 

cl
im

bi
ng

 s
te

ep
ly

 th
ro

ug
h 

pl
an

ta
tio

n.
 A

t j
un

ct
io

n,
 tu

rn
 L

 
on

to
 w

id
e 

tr
ac

k 
(u

se
d 

ea
rli

er
). 

W
he

re
 tr

ac
k 

tu
rn

s 
R

, c
on

tin
ue

 
ah

ea
d 

to
w

ar
ds

 b
ric

k 
hu

t.

5 8 
m

ile
s/

12
.7

km
 

Tu
rn

 R
 in

to
 th

e 
tr

ee
s,

 u
si

ng
 

C
lim

bi
ng

 J
ac

k 
w

ay
m

ar
ke

rs
 to

 

st
on

e 
fo

re
st

 tr
ac

k.
 C

ro
ss

 o
ve

r 
th

is
 o

nt
o 

na
rr

ow
 p

at
h.

 D
ro

p 
to

 
w

id
e 

tr
ac

k.
 P

at
hs

 m
es

sy
 h

er
e,

 
bu

t f
ol

lo
w

 p
at

h 
al

on
gs

id
e 

fe
nc

e 
(o

n 
R

). 
A

t b
rid

le
w

ay
 

ju
nc

tio
n,

 tu
rn

 R
, p

as
si

ng
 ro

un
d 

m
as

t (
L)

. C
on

tin
ue

 p
as

t 
st

ab
le

s 
(R

), 
dr

op
pi

ng
 to

 
ju

nc
tio

n.
 T

ur
n 

R
 to

 ro
ad

. T
ur

n 
L 

fo
r 3

0
m

, t
he

n 
R

 o
n 

na
rr

ow
 

si
gn

ed
 p

at
h.

 D
ro

p 
th

ro
ug

h 
tr

ee
s,

 to
 ro

ad
, f

or
ki

ng
 R

 a
t 

ju
nc

tio
n.

 C
lim

b 
to

 p
at

h 
us

ed
 

ea
rli

er
 o

n 
L,

 b
ut

 im
m

ed
ia

te
ly

 
fo

rk
 R

 a
cr

os
s 

W
hi

tc
lif

fe
 

co
m

m
on

. H
ea

d 
ac

ro
ss

 
co

m
m

on
, r

un
ni

ng
 p

ar
al

le
l w

ith
 

ro
ad

. J
oi

n 
pa

th
 th

at
 d

ro
ps

 a
nd

 
be

ar
s 

L 
to

 b
oa

rd
w

al
k.

 T
ur

n 
R

. 
Fo

llo
w

 to
 ro

ad
 ju

nc
tio

n.
 T

ur
n 

L,
 c

ro
ss

in
g 

br
id

ge
. C

lim
b 

Lo
w

er
 B

ro
ad

 S
tr

ee
t. 

Pa
ss

 
th

ro
ug

h 
B

ro
ad

ga
te

, c
lim

bi
ng

 
B

ro
ad

 S
tr

ee
t t

o 
B

ut
te

r C
ro

ss
. 

Tu
rn

 L
 to

 re
tu

rn
 to

 m
ar

ke
t. 
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