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H
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H
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R
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N
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C
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D

istance: 4½
 m

iles/7.2km
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Tim
e: 2 hours ■

G
rade: M

oderate 
■

D
istance: 5½

 m
iles/9km

 ■
Tim

e: 5 hours ■
G

rade: Challenging  
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C
H

O
SE

N
 B
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VA
N

ESSA
 W

R
IG

H
T

This w
alk starts from

 
A

m
 Politician, as 

m
uch a m

useum
 as a pub and 

nam
ed after the ship that 

sank off this coast and w
as 

im
m

ortalised in the film
 

W
hisky G

alore! M
em

orabilia 
displayed behind the bar 
includes bottles of the golden 
liqueur, a m

achete, a pistol, 
and old banknotes, all 
rescued from

 the w
reck. Food 

specialities include locally 
sourced hand-dived scallops, 
battered line-caught 
haddock, and m

onkfish 
scam

pi. This route takes in 
the beach w

here B
onnie 

Prince C
harlie first landed in 

Scotland and a short clim
b to 

the highest point of the island. 1 Start 
H

ead out of gate at end of 
pub beer garden dow

n to the 
shore. B

ear L, hugging the 
coastline around sandy bays, 
and scour rockpools for tidal 
treasures. Scram

ble over 
boulders or m

eander across 
the w

ildflow
er m

achair to 
explore each cove, sea on R

. 

2 ½
 m

ile/0
.8km

 
D

escend over dunes to 
Prince’s B

each, lingering to 
w

atch A
rctic terns and seals in 

the w
aves. A

t end of beach, 
pass picnic bench on w

ay up 
to road, and turn R

 to w
alk to 

pier; herons and corm
orants 

hunt around the jetty.

3 1¼
 m

iles/1.9km
 

Turning back on yourself, 

C
H

O
SE

N
 B

Y…
 

R
A

LPH
 STO

R
E

R
G

len Shiel is one of 
the m

ost scenic and 
m

ountainous glens in the 
H

ighlands, w
ith the seven-

M
unro South G

len Shiel R
idge 

one of its stand-out 
attractions. D

ruim
 Shionnach, 

the second M
unro (a Scottish 

peak over 30
0

0
ft) along, is 

one of the glen’s best 
view

points. A
 stalkers’ path 

eases the approach and, 
unlike som

e of its neighbours, 
the sum

m
it requires no 

scram
bling to reach. The w

alk 
starts and finishes at the 
fam

ous Cluanie Inn, a 
celebrated H

ighland hostelry. 
Sw

eet treats are available at 
the Landour B

akehouse 
across the road.

1 Start 
Follow

 the old m
inor road 

that leaves the A
87 E of 

C
luanie Inn to head S tow

ards 
D

ruim
 Shionnach, seen 

directly ahead. A
fter crossing 

the R
iver C

luanie at the 
m

outh of Loch C
luanie the 

road bends L then R
 and 

bridges a stream
. 50

m
 

before the bridge, a sm
all 

cairn on R
 m

arks the start of 
the stalkers’ path.

2 ⅔
 m

ile/1km
 

The path takes you up 
30

0
m

 to Loch a’ M
haoil 

D
hisnich – a m

oorland loch 
that lies in a hidden hollow

 
at the foot of north ridge. 
It clim

bs fairly steeply at first 
to gain a grassy spur on the 
R

 side of the stream
, then it 

➥
➥

follow
 road to T-junction and 

bear L around hairpin bend. 
bears L to zig-zag up the spur. 
A

t a brief levelling, a flat rock 

PHOTO: VANESSA WRIGHT

PHOTO: RALPH STORER

R
O

U
TE

Start/parking F
ree 

p
arking

 fo
r p

atro
ns o

f 
A

m
 P

o
litician, g

rid
 ref 

N
F

785118, p
o

stco
d

e 
H

S8 5JL 
Is it for m

e? M
o

stly b
each, 

fo
o

tp
aths, and

 q
uiet ro

ad
s. 

So
m

e b
o

g
g

y and
 ro

cky 
g

ro
und

 o
n ascent o

f B
einn 

Sciathan (B
en Scrien). 

M
o

st o
f ro

ute m
arked

 w
ith 

b
rick/co

ncrete lecterns 
Stiles N

o
ne

P
LA

N
N

IN
G

N
earest tow

n D
alib

urg
h 

o
n So

uth U
ist 

R
efreshm

ents A
m

 
P

o
litician, E

riskay (0
1878

 
720

24
6

) 
Public toilets A

t the p
ier 

Public transport B
us W

16
 

&
 W

17 ‘Sp
ine R

o
ute’ 

B
erneray-E

riskay (M
o

n-
Sat, D

A
 Travel) 

M
aps O

S E
xp

lo
rer 4

53; 
Land

rang
er 31

P
LA

N
 YO

U
R

 W
A

LK

R
O

U
TE

Start/parking O
n m

ino
r 

ro
ad

 o
ff A

87, 20
0

m
 east 

o
f C

luanie Inn, g
rid

 ref 
N

H
0

79
117, p

o
stco

d
e 

IV
63 7Y

W
  

Is it for m
e? Steep

 in 
p

laces, p
artly p

athless, 
so

m
e ro

ute-find
ing

 
req

uired
 

Stiles N
o

ne

P
LA

N
N

IN
G

N
earest tow

n K
yle o

f 
Lo

chalsh  
R

efreshm
ents C

luanie Inn 
(b

lacksheep
ho

tels.co
m

; 
0

1320
 34

0
238) and

 
Land

o
ur B

akeho
use 

Public toilets N
o

ne. 
C

usto
m

er to
ilets at 

C
luanie Inn  

Public transport C
o

aches 
9

15/9
16/9

17 G
lasg

ow
-

Inverness-Skye sto
p

 at 
C

luanie Inn (citylink.co.uk) 
M

aps O
S E

xp
lo

rer 33; 
Land

rang
er 4

14
 

P
LA

N
 YO

U
R

 W
A

LK
V

iew
 from

 Sum
m

it 
tow

ards B
arra.

O
n the stalkers’ path above Loch 

C
luanie betw

een Points 2 and 3.

NE

WS



YOUR RATINGDATE WALKED TIME TAKEN

TIME TAKEN YOUR RATINGDATE WALKED

✁

(T
ab

le
 R

oc
k)

 m
ak

es
 a

 g
oo

d 
re

st
 s

to
p 

an
d 

fr
on

t-
ro

w
 s

ea
t 

fo
r v

ie
w

s 
of

 G
le

n 
Sh

ie
l’s

 n
or

th
-

si
de

 M
un

ro
s.

 T
he

 p
at

h 
th

en
 

cl
im

bs
 a

ga
in

 a
nd

 e
nd

s 
ar

ou
nd

 
th

e 
52

0
m

 c
on

to
ur

 L
 o

f t
he

 
st

re
am

 th
at

 d
ra

in
s 

th
e 

lo
ch

.

3 1½
 m

ile
s/

2.
4k

m
 

Yo
u 

m
ay

 n
ot

 n
ot

ic
e 

th
e 

pa
th

’s
 e

nd
 b

ec
au

se
 a

 
M

un
ro

is
ts

’ p
at

h 
co

nt
in

ue
s,

 
go

od
 a

t f
irs

t b
ut

 b
ec

om
in

g 
ro

ug
he

r a
nd

 b
og

gi
er

. I
t 

cr
os

se
s 

th
e 

st
re

am
 a

nd
 s

ta
rt

s 
up

 D
ru

im
 S

hi
on

na
ch

’s
 b

ro
ad

 
no

rt
h 

rid
ge

. W
he

n 
it 

pe
te

rs
 

ou
t k

ee
p 

to
 th

e 
cr

es
t o

f t
he

 
rid

ge
, w

ith
 th

e 
lo

ch
 c

om
in

g 
in

to
 v

ie
w

 b
el

ow
 L

. A
ft

er
 a

 
sh

or
t s

tr
et

ch
 w

ith
 o

nl
y 

oc
ca

si
on

al
 tr

ac
es

 o
f p

at
h,

 th
e 

rid
ge

 b
ea

rs
 L

 a
nd

 th
e 

go
in

g 
im

pr
ov

es
 a

ga
in

 o
n 

sh
or

t g
ra

ss
 

am
on

g 
bo

ul
de

rs
. A

t a
 h

ei
gh

t 
of

 8
0

0
m

 th
e 

w
ay

 o
nw

ar
ds

 is
 

ba
rr

ed
 b

y 
a 

ba
nd

 o
f c

ra
gs

 th
at

 
ru

ns
 r

ig
ht

 a
cr

os
s 

th
e 

rid
ge

.

4
 2⅓

 m
ile

s/
3.

7k
m

 
Ig

no
rin

g 
ro

ck
y 

gu
lly

 th
at

 
cl

im
bs

 th
ro

ug
h 

th
e 

cr
ag

s,
 g

o 
R

 
al

on
g 

gr
as

sy
 s

he
lf 

th
at

 r
is

es
 

L-
to

-R
 a

lo
ng

 th
e 

fo
ot

 o
f t

he
 

ro
ck

ba
nd

. F
ur

th
er

 R
, b

el
ow

 
th

e 
sh

el
f, 

is
 a

 p
ec

ul
ia

r f
ur

ro
w

 
ba

ck
ed

 b
y 

ca
st

le
-l

ik
e 

ro
ck

. 
Le

av
in

g 
th

is
 to

 e
xp

lo
re

 o
n 

de
sc

en
t, 

fo
llo

w
 g

ra
ss

y 
sh

el
f 

be
ne

at
h 

cr
ag

s 
un

til
 y

ou
 re

ac
h 

gr
as

sy
 h

ill
si

de
 b

ey
on

d.

5 2½
 m

ile
s/

4k
m

 
C

lim
b 

L 
up

 a
 s

ho
rt

 g
ra

ss
 

sl
op

e 
to

 re
ac

h 
th

e 
bo

w
l o

f 

a 
sh

al
lo

w
 c

or
rie

. C
on

tin
ue

 to
 

cl
im

b 
L,

 z
ig

za
gg

in
g 

up
 e

as
y 

bo
ul

de
r-

st
re

w
n 

gr
as

s 
sl

op
es

, 
to

 re
ga

in
 th

e 
cr

es
t o

f t
he

 n
or

th
 

rid
ge

 a
bo

ve
 th

e 
ro

ck
 b

an
d.

 
Th

e 
su

m
m

it 
is

 n
ow

 ju
st

 a
 s

ho
rt

 
st

ro
ll 

aw
ay

.

6
 2¾

 m
ile

s/
4.

5k
m

 
R

et
ra

ce
 y

ou
r s

te
ps

 d
ow

n 
to

 th
e 

gr
as

sy
 s

he
lf 

th
en

 k
ee

p 
L 

to
 p

ic
k 

a 
ro

ut
e 

do
w

n 
th

e 
fu

rr
ow

 b
es

id
e 

th
e 

ro
ck

 c
as

tle
. 

H
er

e 
yo

u’
ll 

fin
d 

th
e 

C
ha

in
 

Lo
ch

an
s 

– 
a 

st
rin

g 
of

 s
m

al
l 

lo
ch

an
s,

 s
om

e 
of

 w
hi

ch
 m

ay
 

be
 d

ry
 in

 s
um

m
er

. I
t’s

 a
n 

in
tr

ig
ui

ng
 a

nd
 li

tt
le

-k
no

w
n 

ge
og

ra
ph

ic
al

 fe
at

ur
e 

ca
us

ed
 

by
 a

 la
nd

sl
ip

. C
on

tin
ue

 d
ow

n 
th

e 
as

ce
nt

 ro
ut

e.
 

W
he

re
 ro

ad
 p

la
te

au
s,

 p
au

se
 

in
 la

yb
y 

on
 L

 to
 t

ak
e 

in
 th

e 
ex

pa
ns

iv
e 

vi
ew

 o
ve

r t
he

 b
ea

ch
 

an
d 

pi
er

 b
el

ow
. C

on
tin

ue
 u

nt
il 

yo
u 

pa
ss

 a
 s

in
gl

e 
w

hi
te

 h
ou

se
 

on
 L

 a
nd

 re
ac

h 
a 

st
on

e 
se

at
 

on
 y

ou
r R

. 

4
 2 

m
ile

s/
3k

m
 

Ta
ke

 p
at

h 
be

hi
nd

 s
ea

tin
g 

ar
ea

 a
nd

 fo
llo

w
 fa

in
t t

ra
ck

 to
 

pi
ck

 a
 ro

ut
e 

th
ro

ug
h 

bo
ul

de
rs

, 
ev

en
tu

al
ly

 re
ac

hi
ng

 r
us

ty
 g

at
e.

 
Fr

om
 h

er
e,

 th
e 

w
ay

 to
 th

e 
su

m
m

it 
of

 B
ei

nn
 S

ci
at

ha
n 

(B
en

 S
cr

ie
n)

 is
 s

tr
ai

gh
tf

or
w

ar
d.

 
H

ea
d 

R
 o

f r
oc

ky
 o

ut
cr

op
, 

as
ce

nd
in

g 
ge

nt
ly

 v
ia

 g
ra

ss
y 

st
ai

rc
as

e;
 s

te
ad

y 
cl

im
b 

of
 

ar
ou

nd
 2

0
 m

in
s 

up
 to

 tr
ig

 
po

in
t (

lo
ng

er
 if

 y
ou

 p
au

se
 to

 
ta

ke
 in

 v
ie

w
s 

be
hi

nd
 y

ou
!)

. B
e 

aw
ar

e 
if 

un
de

rt
ak

in
g 

th
is

 w
al

k 
in

 w
in

te
r; 

so
m

e 
se

ct
io

ns
 m

ay
 

be
 b

og
gy

.

5 2¾
 m

ile
s/

4.
5k

m
 

Fr
om

 th
e 

su
m

m
it,

 th
er

e 
ar

e 
pa

no
ra

m
ic

 v
ie

w
s 

ov
er

 th
e 

So
un

d 
of

 B
ar

ra
, t

he
 S

ou
nd

 o
f 

Er
is

ka
y 

an
d 

th
e 

M
in

ch
, w

ith
 

se
a 

ea
gl

es
 o

ft
en

 s
ee

n 
so

ar
in

g 
th

e 
th

er
m

al
s.

 R
et

ra
ce

 s
te

ps
 to

 
ga

te
 b

ef
or

e 
de

sc
en

di
ng

 to
 th

e 
ro

ad
. T

ur
n 

R
 to

 re
ac

h 
th

e 
pa

th
 

op
po

si
te

 a
 te

le
gr

ap
h 

po
le

, 
ov

er
lo

ok
in

g 
fo

ot
ba

ll 
pi

tc
h.

6
 3½

 m
ile

s/
5.

6k
m

 
Fr

om
 ro

ad
, t

ur
n 

L 
an

d 
de

sc
en

d 
to

 fo
ot

ba
ll 

pi
tc

h,
 

ho
m

e 
of

 E
ris

ka
y 

FC
, s

ta
yi

ng
 to

 
th

e 
si

de
 o

f R
 to

uc
hl

in
e.

 P
at

h 
hu

gs
 fe

nc
ep

os
ts

 d
ow

n 
to

 th
e 

ro
ad

, w
he

re
 y

ou
 w

ill
 re

ac
h 

th
e 

C
om

m
on

w
ea

lth
 W

ar
 G

ra
ve

s.

7 4 
m

ile
s/

6.
5k

m
 

Fa
ci

ng
 th

e 
bo

ne
-w

hi
te

 
gr

av
es

to
ne

s 
in

 th
e 

ce
m

et
er

y,
 

tu
rn

 R
 a

lo
ng

 th
e 

ro
ad

 b
ac

k 
to

 th
e 

A
m

 P
ol

iti
ci

an
 p

ub
 

st
ar

tin
g 

po
in

t t
o 

en
jo

y 
a 

w
el

l-
de

se
rv

ed
 d

rin
k!
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T
he

 E
ri

sk
ay

 
p

o
ni

es
, t

he
 

la
st

 s
ur

vi
vo

rs
 

o
f 

S
co

tl
an

d
’s

 n
at

iv
e 

ho
rs

e.
 U

su
al

ly
 f

o
un

d
 

o
n 

th
e 

hi
lls

 g
ra

zi
ng

 
th

e 
sl

o
p

es
, b

ut
 h

av
e 

b
ee

n 
kn

o
w

n 
to

 t
ur

n 
up

 ju
st

 a
b

o
ut

 
an

yw
he

re
, i

nc
lu

d
in

g
 

o
ut

si
d

e 
th

e 
p

ub
!

D
O

N
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S
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