OUTER HEBRIDES
ERISKAY

Am Politician, as
much a museum as a pub and
named after the ship that
sank off this coast and was
immortalised in the film
Whisky Galore! Memorabilia
displayed behind the bar
includes bottles of the golden
liqueur, a machete, a pistol,
and old banknotes, all
rescued from the wreck. Food
specialities include locally
sourced hand-dived scallops,
battered line-caught
haddock, and monkfish
scampi. This route takes in
the beach where Bonnie
Prince Charlie first landed in
Scotland and a short climb to
the highest point of the island.

View from Summit
towards Barra.
. ol -

Start

Head out of gate at end of
pub beer garden down to the
shore. Bear L, hugging the
coastline around sandy bays,
and scour rockpools for tidal
treasures. Scramble over
boulders or meander across
the wildflower machair to
explore each cove, sea on R.

% mile/0.8km

Descend over dunes to
Prince’s Beach, lingering to
watch Arctic terns and seals in
the waves. At end of beach,
pass picnic bench on way up
to road, and turn R to walk to
pier; herons and cormorants
hunt around the jetty.

1% miles/1.9km
Turning back on yourself,
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ROUTE
Start/parking Free
parking for patrons of
Am Politician, grid ref
NF785118, postcode
HS8 5JL
Is it for me? Mostly beach,
footpaths, and quiet roads.
Some boggy and rocky
ground on ascent of Beinn
Sciathan (Ben Scrien).
Most of route marked with
brick/concrete lecterns
Stiles None

PLANNING

Nearest town Daliburgh
on South Uist
Refreshments Am
Politician, Eriskay (01878
720246)

Public toilets At the pier
Public transport Bus W16
& W17 ‘Spine Route’
Berneray-Eriskay (Mon-
Sat, DA Travel)

Maps OS Explorer 453;
Landranger 31

astlebay
.

follow road to T-junction and
bear L around hairpin bend.

metres

SCOTLAND

HIGHLAND
DRUIM SHIONNACH

Distance: 5% miles/9km Time: 5 hours Grade: Challenging

On-the stalkers’ path above rOn: 3
_Cluanie between Points22and 3,

CHOSEN BY...
RALPH STORER
Glen Shiel is one of
the most scenic and
mountainous glens in the
Highlands, with the seven-
Munro South Glen Shiel Ridge
one of its stand-out
attractions. Druim Shionnach,
the second Munro (a Scottish
peak over 3000ft) along, is
one of the glen’s best
viewpoints. A stalkers’ path
eases the approach and,
unlike some of its neighbours,
the summit requires no
scrambling to reach. The walk
starts and finishes at the
famous Cluanie Inn, a
celebrated Highland hostelry.
Sweet treats are available at
the Landour Bakehouse
across the road.

Start

Follow the old minor road
that leaves the A87 E of
Cluanie Inn to head S towards
Druim Shionnach, seen
directly ahead. After crossing
the River Cluanie at the
mouth of Loch Cluanie the
road bends L then R and
bridges a stream. 50m
before the bridge, a small
cairn on R marks the start of
the stalkers’ path.

% mile/1km

The path takes you up
300m to Loch a’ Mhaoil
Dhisnich - a moorland loch
that lies in a hidden hollow
at the foot of north ridge.
It climbs fairly steeply at first
to gain a grassy spur on the
R side of the stream, then it
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PLAN YOUR WALK

ROUTE
Start/parking On minor
road off A87, 200m east
of Cluanie Inn, grid ref
NHO79117, postcode
IV63 7YW

Is it for me? Steep in
places, partly pathless,
some route-finding
required

Stiles None

PLANNING

Nearest town Kyle of
Lochalsh

Refreshments Cluanie Inn
(blacksheephotels.com;
01320 340238) and
Landour Bakehouse
Public toilets None.
Customer toilets at
Cluanie Inn

Public transport Coaches
915/916/917 Glasgow-
Inverness-Skye stop at
Cluanie Inn (citylink.co.uk)
Maps OS Explorer 33;
Landranger 414

bears L to zig-zag up the spur.
At a brief levelling, a flat rock

800

400

metres
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