DORSET
LANGTON HERRING

CHOSEN BY...
FIONA BARLTROP
\ | .

~$| Peacefully situated

h just inland from the
Fleet lagoon is the lovely
village of Langton Herring.
It is one of the few ‘doubly
thankful’ villages in England
that did not suffer any
fatalities during both World
Wars. The excellent 17th-
century pub, the EIm Tree Inn,
has a long and interesting
history, including being
used as a contact point for
Russian spies (members of
the Portland Spy Ring)
during the Cold War in the
1960s. Since refurbishment,

Fleet near Moonfleet
Manor Hotel, Point 3.

As a free house, it also serves
real ales and ciders. This
attractive walk includes a
stretch of the South West
Coast Path alongside the
lagoon - good for bird
watching - and a couple of
interesting churches.

Start

From the lay-by turn R
towards Langton Herring
past road sign and sewage
works (on L). Just past the
latter turn R and follow the
grassy track/footpath along
L-hand side of field. At the
gate/stile on L turn L uphill
beside the fence on the L.

Distance: 7% miles/11.8km Time: 4 hours Grade: Moderate E
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PLAN YOUR WALK

ROUTE

Start/parking Lay-by on
road to Rodden N of
village (past sewage
works) DT3 4JB, grid ref
SY610828. Walkers may
park at pub if eating/
drinking there - please
notify staff on arrival

Is it for me? Gentle with
easy slopes along field
paths, tracks, country lane
Stiles 3

PLANNING

Nearest town Weymouth
Refreshments EIm Tree
Inn, Langton Herring
(01305 871257); Moonfleet
Manor Hotel (01305
786948); Bagwell Farm

- Red Barn & shop
(01305 782575)

Public toilets None
Public transport Jurassic
Coaster X53 Weymouth-
Axminster and X52 open-
top bus Weymouth-

metres

the pub has developed a At the fence corner turn R Bridport
reputation for its excellent down open field, hedge on R Maps OS Explorer OL15;
food, winning the Taste of further down. Go through gate Landranger 194
the West gold award in 2022. at the bottom.
GRADIENT PROFILE
km 0 2 4 8 10 2 4 16 8 20

SOUTH WEST

O

WILTSHIRE
HOLT & GREAT CHALFIELD

CHOSEN BY...
NIGEL VILE

This Wiltshire walk
is a veritable food
festival. There is the ‘Wild
Herb at the Field Kitchen’ in
Holt, with its focus on deli-
style lunches using seasonal
and local ingredients. Along
the way is Merkins Farm Café,
a family-run business whose
‘Full English Breakfast’ was
voted one of the top seven
in Britain by Country Life
magazine. Back in Holt there
are two pubs, the Tollgate
having more of a restaurant
feel while the Old Ham Tree
is a traditional country pub
with a menu to match. There
are also Great Chalfield Manor
and the Courts Garden in
Holt, both National Trust

properties, as well as some
far-ranging views across the
beautiful West Wiltshire
countryside. There’s enough
here to fill a whole day!

Start
Leave car park, turn R onto
‘The Midlands’ and, in 75m,

keep on this road as it bears R.

In 350m, on R bend, follow
footpath to L immediately
past access road into a
housing development called
‘The Spa’. Walk past some
cottages to gate before
walking length of a long field
to gate in dip. Cross stream
and walk uphill in next field,
bearing slightly R all the while,
to gate in top field boundary
by a solitary tree, not a stile
40 yards to its L.

GRADIENT PROFILE

Time: 3 hours Grade: Easy @
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ROUTE

Start/parking Roadside
parking in ‘The Midlands’,
alongside Village Hall, grid
ref ST861619, postcode
BA14 6QH

Is it for me? A gently
undulating walk, mostly
on field paths. Briefly on
roads/lanes

Stiles 7

PLANNING

Nearest town Bradford-
on-Avon

Refreshments Wild Herb
(01225 784081), Tollgate
Inn (01225 782326), Old
Ham Tree pub (01225
782581), all in Holt, plus
Merkins Farm Café
Public transport Corsham-
Trowbridge buses 68/69
to Holt (Mon-Sat,
faresaver.co.uk);
Frome-Melksham X69
(one each way Mon-Fri,
fromebus.co.uk)

Public toilets None
Maps OS Explorer 156;
Landranger 173

metres

SOUTH WEST
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