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D
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O
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H
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M
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H

A
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B
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O
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■
D

istance: 6¼
 m

iles/10
km

 ■
Tim

e: 4 hours ■
G

rade: M
oderate 

■
D

istance: 6⅔
 m

iles/10.7km
 ■

Tim
e: 3 hours ■

G
rade: M

oderate  

SOUTH WEST

SOUTH EAST

C
H

O
SE

N
 B

Y…
 

R
O

G
E

R
 B

U
TLE

R
This w

alk explores 
Cotsw

old scenery 
near Stow

-on-the-W
old and 

passes a large aw
ard-w

inning 
organic farm

 com
plex at 

D
aylesford, w

here fresh 
produce includes a fine 
bakery and cheese cellar as 
w

ell as picnic food and drink. 
Features of interest along the 
w

ay include the lovely village 
of A

dlestrop, historic parkland 
at D

aylesford H
ouse and an 

isolated 12th-century church 
w

hich still has no electricity. 
A

dlestrop is associated w
ith 

a fam
ous poem

 w
ritten by 

Edw
ard Thom

as, w
ho died in 

action in 1917. This w
as based 

on a railw
ay journey in June 

1914, w
hen his train briefly 

stopped at the tiny village 
station. It closed in 1966 but 
signs and a platform

 bench 
can be seen. The poem

, w
ith 

reference to birds and flow
ers, 

is seen as a eulogy to our 
peaceful countryside prior to 
the First W

orld W
ar: 

The steam
 hissed, som

eone 
cleared his throat 
N

o one left and no one cam
e 

O
n the bare platform

.  
W

hat I saw
 

W
as A

ldestrop – only the nam
e

1 Start 
From

 the village hall w
alk 

east through Low
er O

ddington 
and continue around bend to 
the A

436. Turn R
 on pavem

ent 
then cross to the other side, 
cross railw

ay bridge and take 
lane on L.

C
H

O
SE

N
 B

Y…
 

PH
ILIP TH

O
M

A
S

In 1952, retired arm
y 

officer Sir G
uy 

Salisbury-Jones planted w
hat 

is now
 England’s oldest 

com
m

ercial vineyard on a 
chalky, south-east-facing 
hillside above the South 
D

ow
ns village of H

am
bledon. 

This sparkling w
alk treads his 

trailblazing terroir en route to 
the hallow

ed field giving 
H

am
bledon its other claim

 to 
fam

e as ‘the cradle of cricket’. 
The cricket ground at 
B

roadhalfpenny D
ow

n w
as 

the original hom
e ground of 

the H
am

bledon Club, the 
forem

ost leather-on-w
illow

 
outfit in 1770

s England. The 
Law

s of the m
odern gam

e 
have roots in rules draw

n up 

at the adjacent B
at & B

all inn, 
w

here H
am

bledon’s captain, 
R

ichard N
yren, w

as landlord.

1 Start 
From

 W
est Street, turn up 

H
igh Street (opposite People’s 

M
arket village shop) into 

churchyard. Take path R
 of 

church to gate and lane. C
ross 

and take path in front of 
prim

ary school, w
aym

arked 
‘W

ayfarer’s W
alk C

ircular 
R

oute’. Keep straight on shady 
footpath ahead, over track 
then through vineyard. C

ross 
track/stile at far side and turn 
L, continuing on hedged-in 
path, tucking R

 through 
kissing gate. Through a belt of 
trees further on, em

erge into 
arable field and go straight on 
to hedge gap at far side. 

➥
➥

2 1 m
ile/1.5km

 
Im

m
ediately go R

 through 
kissing gate and w

alk over 
field, w

ith im
posing A

dlestrop 
2 1 m

ile/1.7km
 

C
ross road into 

H
am

bledon C
ricket C

lub. 

PHOTO: ROGER BUTLER

PHOTO: TOM BAILEY

R
O

U
TE

Start/parking B
y villag

e 
hall/church in Low

er 
O

d
d

ing
to

n, G
L56

 0
U

Z
, 

g
rid

 ref SP
228259 

Is it for m
e? P

aths/tracks 
thro

ug
h field

s and
 w

o
o

d
s; 

co
up

le o
f q

uiet lanes 
Stiles 4

P
LA

N
N

IN
G

N
earest tow

ns M
o

reto
n-

in-M
arsh &

 C
hip

p
ing

 
N

o
rto

n 
R

efreshm
ents Farm

 sho
p

 
w

ith café at D
aylesfo

rd
. 

P
ub

s in U
p

p
er and

 Low
er 

O
d

d
ing

to
n: The H

o
rse &

 
G

ro
o

m
 (0

14
51 830

584
); 

The Fox (0
14

51 870
555) 

Public toilets N
o

ne 
Public transport N

earest 
statio

n K
ing

ham
, lim

ited
 

b
us services to

 start 
M

aps O
S E

xp
lo

rer O
L4

5; 
Land

rang
er 163

P
LA

N
 YO

U
R

 W
A

LK

R
O

U
TE

Start/parking W
est Street, 

H
am

b
led

o
n, g

rid
 ref 

SU
6

4
5150

, p
o

stco
d

e 
P

O
7 4

R
W

; co
nsid

erate 
o

n-street p
arking

 
Is it for m

e? C
lear field

 
p

aths/tracks, so
m

e p
ro

ne 
to

 sum
m

er overg
row

th, 
b

riefly o
n ro

ad
 

Stiles 3

P
LA

N
N

IN
G

N
earest tow

n 
W

aterlo
oville 

R
efreshm

ents The O
ld

 
Fo

rg
e Tea R

o
o

m
 and

 The 
V

ine (0
2392 63279

9
) in 

H
am

b
led

o
n; The B

at &
 

B
all, halfw

ay ro
und

 
(0

2392 632692) 
Public toilets N

o
ne 

Public transport B
us D

1 
fro

m
 W

aterlo
oville to

 start 
(M

o
n-Sat, firstb

us.co.uk) 
M

aps O
S E

xp
lo

rer O
L3; 

Land
rang

er 19
6

 &
 185

P
LA

N
 YO

U
R

 W
A

LK

V
eteran oaks line the 

approach to A
ldestrop.

The path leads straight 
through the vines.
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✁

Th
e 

pa
th

 fo
llo

w
s 

R
 e

dg
es

 o
f 

pi
tc

h 
an

d 
ne

xt
 fi

el
d.

 C
ro

ss
 n

ex
t 

fie
ld

 to
 g

at
e 

at
 fa

r s
id

e.
 

C
on

tin
ue

 u
p 

tr
ac

k 
ah

ea
d 

pa
st

 
H

er
m

ita
ge

 F
ar

m
 –

 it
 b

ec
om

es
 

pa
ve

d.
 T

ur
n 

R
 o

nt
o 

la
ne

. I
gn

or
e 

fir
st

 t
w

o 
L 

tu
rn

s,
 a

nd
 in

 a
bo

ut
 

ha
lf 

a 
m

ile
 (

80
0

m
), 

ta
ke

 a
 

fo
ot

pa
th

 L
 a

lo
ng

 a
 w

oo
dy

 fi
el

d 
ed

ge
, w

ay
m

ar
ke

d 
M

on
ar

ch
’s

 
W

ay
 (

M
W

). 
A

t c
or

ne
r, 

th
e 

pa
th

 
tu

rn
s 

R
 o

ve
r f

ie
ld

s,
 w

ith
 

B
ro

ad
ha

lfp
en

ny
 D

ow
n 

cr
ic

ke
t 

gr
ou

nd
 u

p 
ah

ea
d.

 A
t r

oa
d,

 
tu

rn
 R

 p
as

t T
he

 B
at

 &
 B

al
l p

ub
 

to
 c

ro
ss

ro
ad

s.

3 3½
 m

ile
s/

5.
5k

m
 

Tu
rn

 R
 (n

o 
ve

rg
e 

– 
ta

ke
 

ca
re

). 
In

 a
bo

ut
 2

50
m

, a
t r

oa
d 

ju
nc

tio
n,

 c
ro

ss
 s

til
e 

on
 L

, 
w

ay
m

ar
ke

d 
M

W
. B

ea
r R

 u
ph

ill
 

to
 c

ro
ss

 s
til

e 
at

 e
nd

 o
f t

re
e 

lin
e.

 F
ol

lo
w

 tr
ac

k 
R

 o
ve

r 
B

ro
ad

ha
lfp

en
ny

 D
ow

n 
to

 
Sc

ot
la

nd
 C

ot
ta

ge
. A

 s
ig

n 
at

ta
ch

ed
 to

 a
 te

le
gr

ap
h 

po
le

 
in

di
ca

te
s 

a 
pa

th
 tu

ck
in

g 
L 

th
ro

ug
h 

a 
ta

ng
le

d 
th

ic
ke

t, 
th

en
 

al
on

g 
a 

fie
ld

 e
dg

e.
 W

el
l b

ef
or

e 
yo

u 
re

ac
h 

th
e 

bo
tt

om
 c

or
ne

r, 
th

is
 p

at
h 

su
rr

ep
tit

io
us

ly
 tu

ck
s 

R
 th

ro
ug

h 
a 

ga
p 

in
 th

e 
gr

ee
ne

ry
 to

 a
 fl

in
ty

 tr
ac

k 
(t

he
re

’s
 a

 fa
lle

n 
tr

ee
 to

 
ne

go
tia

te
). 

Tu
rn

 R
, t

he
n 

fo
rk

 L
 

at
 m

ud
dy

 p
on

d.
 F

ol
lo

w
 M

W
 R

 
at

 n
ex

t j
un

ct
io

n 
to

w
ar

ds
 

G
lid

de
n 

Fa
rm

.

4
 5 

m
ile

s/
7.

9k
m

 
Ta

ke
 tr

ac
k 

L 
af

te
r p

on
d.

 
G

o 
R

 o
f b

ar
ns

 a
t e

nd
, t

he
n 

co
nt

in
ue

 w
es

t o
ve

r f
ie

ld
s,

 
th

ro
ug

h 
a 

se
rie

s 
of

 k
is

si
ng

 

ga
te

s,
 fo

llo
w

in
g 

po
w

er
 li

ne
 

po
le

s 
ah

ea
d.

 A
t t

ra
ck

, c
ro

ss
 

ne
xt

 fi
el

d 
to

 g
at

e 
an

d 
he

dg
ed

-
in

 p
at

h 
to

 d
riv

ew
ay

 a
t S

tu
d 

Fa
rm

. T
he

 w
ay

m
ar

ke
d 

M
W

 
tu

ck
s 

R
 o

f m
et

al
 g

at
e 

do
w

n 
a 

su
nk

en
 p

at
h,

 p
op

pi
ng

 o
ut

 b
y 

R
os

e 
C

ot
ta

ge
. T

ur
n 

R
 d

ow
n 

st
ee

pe
r L

-h
an

d 
la

ne
 in

to
 

H
am

bl
ed

on
. A

t b
en

d,
 t

ak
e 

pa
th

 a
he

ad
 o

ve
r S

pe
lth

am
 

D
ow

n 
(N

at
io

na
l T

ru
st

 s
ig

n)
 

th
ro

ug
h 

ol
d 

m
et

al
 k

is
si

ng
 g

at
e 

(w
or

th
 d

et
ou

rin
g 

L 
up

hi
ll 

he
re

 
fo

r a
 v

ie
w

 o
ve

r t
he

 v
ill

ag
e)

. 

Th
e 

pa
th

 a
cr

os
s 

th
e 

do
w

n 
sp

lit
s 

– 
ta

ke
 e

ith
er

 ro
ut

e,
 

m
ee

tin
g 

pa
th

 c
om

in
g 

do
w

nh
ill

, 
R

 in
to

 th
e 

vi
lla

ge
. T

ur
n 

L 
fo

r a
 

te
a 

ro
om

, o
r R

 th
en

 R
 a

ga
in

 a
t 

ju
nc

tio
n 

in
to

 W
es

t S
tr

ee
t. 

H
ou

se
 a

he
ad

. M
ee

t t
ra

ck
 a

nd
 

tu
rn

 L
 p

as
t c

ric
ke

t p
itc

h 
to

 g
o 

th
ro

ug
h 

ga
te

, w
ith

 w
oo

de
d 

po
ol

 o
n 

L.
 W

al
k 

up
 p

at
h 

be
tw

ee
n 

fe
nc

e 
an

d 
tr

ee
s 

to
 

ga
te

 a
nd

 jo
in

 la
ne

 w
ith

 c
hu

rc
h 

on
 R

. F
or

k 
L 

at
 s

m
al

l t
ha

tc
he

d 
Po

st
 O

ff
ic

e 
an

d 
w

al
k 

do
w

n 
to

 
a 

ju
nc

tio
n 

w
ith

 o
ld

 r
ai

lw
ay

 
pl

at
fo

rm
 b

en
ch

.

3 1½
 m

ile
s/

2.
5k

m
 

Tu
rn

 R
 u

p 
th

e 
la

ne
 a

nd
 

af
te

r 3
50

m
 t

ak
e 

pa
th

 in
 tr

ee
s 

on
 R

, p
ar

al
le

l t
o 

la
ne

. C
on

tin
ue

 
to

 g
at

e 
at

 A
43

6 
– 

cr
os

s 
ro

ad
, 

tu
rn

 L
 p

as
t l

od
ge

 a
nd

 t
ak

e 
ga

te
 o

n 
R

, w
ith

 p
at

h 
in

to
 

tr
ee

s.
 G

o 
R

 a
t f

en
ce

, t
he

n 
L 

on
 

ta
rm

ac
 d

riv
e 

af
te

r 5
0

m
. F

or
k 

L 
at

 h
ug

e 
ev

er
gr

ee
n 

oa
k 

an
d 

fo
llo

w
 tr

ac
k 

be
tw

ee
n 

fe
nc

es
 

an
d 

pa
dd

oc
ks

. T
ra

ck
 c

on
tin

ue
s 

in
to

 tr
ee

s 
– 

go
 th

ro
ug

h 
ga

te
 a

t 
ba

rn
 a

nd
 w

al
k 

ah
ea

d 
be

tw
ee

n 
fa

rm
 b

ui
ld

in
gs

.

4
 3 

m
ile

s/
4.

5k
m

 
Tu

rn
 R

 a
t H

ill
 F

ar
m

 B
ar

n 
an

d 
go

 d
ow

n 
dr

iv
e 

to
 w

ay
m

ar
k 

at
 e

nd
 o

f l
on

g 
w

al
l. 

B
ea

r R
, 

no
w

 w
ith

 b
ed

s 
of

 la
ve

nd
er

 
on

 L
. D

riv
e 

di
ps

 d
ow

nh
ill

 –
 

co
nt

in
ue

 th
ro

ug
h 

pa
rk

la
nd

 
an

d 
ju

st
 b

ef
or

e 
la

ne
 g

o 
R

 v
ia

 
sm

al
l g

at
e 

on
 p

er
m

is
si

ve
 p

at
h 

be
tw

ee
n 

he
dg

e 
an

d 
fe

nc
e.

 
A

no
th

er
 g

at
e 

le
ad

s 
ba

ck
 to

 
la

ne
, w

ith
 D

ay
le

sf
or

d 
fa

rm
 

sh
op

 o
n 

fa
r s

id
e.

 Y
ou

 m
ig

ht
 

w
an

t t
o 

al
lo

w
 a

n 
ho

ur
 h

er
e!

5 3¾
 m

ile
s/

6k
m

 
C

on
tin

ue
 a

lo
ng

 la
ne

 to
 

ki
ss

in
g 

ga
te

 o
n 

L,
 w

ith
 p

at
h 

be
tw

ee
n 

fe
nc

e 
an

d 
ta

ll 
he

dg
e.

 
W

al
k 

do
w

n 
to

 s
m

al
l g

at
e 

an
d 

tu
rn

 R
 o

n 
tr

ac
k 

ov
er

 r
ai

lw
ay

 
br

id
ge

. C
on

tin
ue

 o
ve

r i
ro

n 
br

id
ge

 a
nd

 t
ak

e 
st

ile
 o

n 
L 

in
to

 
lo

ng
 fi

el
d,

 w
ith

 m
ea

nd
er

in
g 

riv
er

 o
n 

L.
 G

o 
th

ro
ug

h 
ga

p 
an

d 
th

en
 g

o 
R

 to
 g

at
e 

in
to

 w
oo

d 
kn

ow
n 

as
 O

dd
in

gt
on

 A
sh

es
 

– 
sa

dl
y,

 m
an

y 
ha

ve
 n

ow
 b

ee
n 

fe
lle

d 
du

e 
to

 a
sh

 d
ie

ba
ck

. T
ur

n 
R

 o
n 

tr
ac

k 
at

 e
nd

 o
f w

oo
d,

 g
o 

th
ro

ug
h 

do
ub

le
 g

at
es

 a
nd

 
ke

ep
 a

he
ad

 to
 S

ax
on

 c
hu

rc
h 

of
 

St
 N

ic
ho

la
s,

 w
ith

 w
al

l p
ai

nt
in

g 
da

tin
g 

ba
ck

 to
 13

40
.

6
 5½

 m
ile

s/
8.

8k
m

 
C

ro
ss

 fi
el

d 
to

 s
m

al
l g

at
e,

 
co

nt
in

ue
 a

he
ad

 a
lo

ng
 la

ne
 a

nd
 

ta
ke

 s
til

e 
on

 L
 a

ft
er

 2
0

0
m

. 
C

ro
ss

 n
ex

t f
ie

ld
 w

ith
 n

ew
 tr

ee
 

pl
an

tin
g,

 g
o 

th
ro

ug
h 

ga
te

 a
nd

 
he

ad
 fo

r f
ar

 R
 c

or
ne

r. 
Pa

ss
 

th
ro

ug
h 

tw
o 

sm
al

l g
at

es
 a

nd
 

ve
er

 R
 u

p 
pa

dd
oc

k.
 C

ro
ss

 t
w

o 
st

ile
s 

an
d 

go
 th

ro
ug

h 
pa

ir 
of

 
sm

al
l g

at
es

 a
t t

op
 R

 c
or

ne
r. 

Fo
llo

w
 n

ar
ro

w
 p

at
h 

be
hi

nd
 

ch
ur

ch
 to

 g
at

e 
at

 la
ne

. T
ur

n 
L 

to
 v

ill
ag

e 
ha

ll.
 

G
LO

U
C

E
ST

E
R

SH
IR

E
 

A
D

LE
ST

R
O

P 
& 

D
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LE
SF

O
R

D
■

O
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Ex
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or
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 m
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 O
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 ■
Bu

y 
m
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s a

t: 
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dn
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su

rv
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uk
/s

ho
p

■
O

S 
Ex

pl
or

er
 m

ap
 O

L4
5 
■

Bu
y 

m
ap

s a
t: 

or
dn

an
ce

su
rv

ey
.c

o.
uk

/s
ho

p
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