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17 18cumbria
seldom seen

south yorkshire
porter valley

uDistance: 7¼  miles/11.6km uTime: 3 hours uGrade: Moderate uDistance: 6¾ miles/ 10.9km uTime: 2½ hours uGrade: Moderaten
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chosen by…  
GUY PROCTER
A beautiful, 
surprising and 

little-walked loop from the 
shore of Ullswater to the most 
beautifully-situated hamlet  
in the Lake District. Along the 
way you’ll follow the journey 
to work of some of the 
hard-working workers in the 
most-productive lead mines  
in the area. A tough job to  
be sure, but what a commute!  
The walk doesn’t take in any 
summits but it circulates the 
head of a neglected valley 
spectacularly, before dropping 
past fascinating mine-
workings to the aptly-named 
– and achingly idyllic – row of 
former miners’ cottages that  
is Seldom Seen, Glencoyne.

1 Start 
Leave the car park and 

follow the made path leading 
from its far end parallel to the 
road, heading east towards 
Aira Force. After a wooden 
footbridge head L on a very 
faint grassy path leading 
diagonally toward a white-
topped post. The path isn’t 
clear at all here but keep in the 
same direction to a small gate 
past a beck. Over the brow  
of the field you’ll see a small 
wooden gate – your exit point. 
Through the gate pass the oak 
on your R and follow the fence 
line. At the end of the fence 
follow the yellow arrow across 
a wooden footbridge then 
head diagonally uphill towards 
a wooden gate (giving onto the 
road) which will become clear.

chosen by…  
CAROL 
BURKINSHAW
Rising five miles west 

of Sheffield’s city centre on 
moorland, the Porter Brook  
–once home to 20 mills – is 
today a superb green corridor 
that runs through a constantly 
changing landscape to join the 
River Sheaf close to the city’s 
beating heart. Initially skirting 
the moors around Ringinglow, 
with big views across the city 
of Sheffield and the Peak 
District, this walk then 
descends the Limb Valley  
into Whirlowbrook Park with 
its Edwardian country house 
(now conference/wedding 
venue) perched on an elevated 
terrace. This route then passes 
through Whirlow Hall Farm, 

which is both a working  
farm and an environmental 
and educational charity –  
a classroom in the countryside. 
At Forge Dam pop into the 
café, which Jarvis Cocker  
(born and bred in Sheffield) 
mentioned in Pulp’s song 
Wickerman. A gentle climb 
from the dam along the upper 
Porter Brook later gives way  
to the steep, wooded Porter 
Clough.

1 Start  
Turn R out of car park onto 

Fulwood Lane and at junction 
with Greenhouse Lane climb 
stile L. Cross field, and in next 
field bear diagonally L up to 
moorland boundary. Veer R, 
soon branch L at fork and pass 
marker post just after brow of ➥ ➥

2 1 mile/1.6km 
Turn L on the road for 

400m. Then L on the path, 
signed to Glencoyne Head 2½ 
miles, opposite the Park Brow 
car park. This is a lovely path, 
leading through woods and 
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ROUTE
start/parking Glencoyne 
bridge car park on a592 
on the south west shore of 
ullswater (fee charged; 
free to Nt members),  
grid ref Ny386189 
Is it for me? remote 
walking on reasonable 
tracks. Long, slow climb 
up then down
stiles 2

PLANNING
nearest town Penrith
refreshments  
None on route 
public toilets  
None on route
public transport  
bus 508 from Penrith 
maps os explorer oL5; 
Landranger 90

PLAN YOUR WALK

ROUTE
start/parking unsigned 
car park/picnic area 
opposite moorfield Farm 
on Fulwood Lane, near 
ringinglow, s10 4QN,  
grid ref sk285840
Is it for me? an undulating 
walk on good moorland, 
woodland, parkland, 
riverside and field paths
stiles 4

PLANNING
nearest town sheffield
refreshments Norfolk 
arms at ringinglow, Forge 
Dam café on Porter brook. 
also, near start point 
coffee shop/bistro at 
mayfield alpaca Farm,  
and short diversion to 
Whirlow hall Farm café 
public toilets Forge Dam 
on Porter brook
public transport  
None to start, but buses  
4 & 271/2 from sheffield 
city centre stop nearby
maps os explorer 278; 
Landranger 110 & 111 

PLAN YOUR WALKviews to Ullswater 
from Glencoyne park.

a distant sheffield  
from Brown edge moor.

     
     

    s
ee

  Feature

    o
n page 62



✁

yo
u

r
 r

atin
g

D
ate w

a
lk

eD
tim

e ta
k

en

D
ate w

a
lk

eD
tim

e ta
k

en
yo

u
r

 r
atin

g

hill. Keep ahead, with view  
of gritstone Ox Stones, to 
Ringinglow Road. Cross to 
byway that runs in between 
Lady Cannings Plantation  
and Burbage Moor. Remain  
on main track beyond trees  
to crossroads and turn L to 
descend to Sheephill Road.

2 2 miles/3.22km  
L along road, and turn R 

over stile in 40m, signed Limb 
Valley, onto well-made path to 
junction on woodland edge. 
Divert R through gate to drop 
down beside Limb Brook, 
ignoring all side paths, to  
stone bridge on R, signed 
Whirlowbrook Hall. Go over 
bridge, and in 30m take middle 
of three paths. Cross car park 
to rear of hall, and continue 
through parkland along 

surfaced path lined with 
benches to later join driveway.

3 3¾ miles/6km  
Turn L on road at park 

entrance, ignore footpath L, 
and turn L uphill onto 
bridleway beside Whinfell 
Quarry Garden. At track – 
detour R 100m to Whirlow  
Hall Farm shop/café – stick 
forwards, passing several minor 
paths R, to intersection with 
large A-frame. Walk R across 
Castle Dyke playing fields, and 
follow track as it bends L and  
R to Westfield Health Barn.  
Go L onto track, later surfaced, 
to Ringinglow Road.

4 4½ miles/7.24km  
Head L, and turn R  

onto Common Lane. At sharp 
R-hand bend join bridleway 

opposite – Ivy Cottage Lane – 
and descend to lane. Turn L, 
and then R in 30m – signed 
Forge Dam – to pass café  
and bear R around dam. 
Negotiate bridge, and go  
R to ascend beside Porter 
Brook. Cross lane, bear R at 
fork, and continue straight on 
at next lane. Go R at junction, 
and head over track, now 
climbing more steeply. Just 
before stone bridge onto 
Fulwood Lane, divert L  
up steps to car park.  

amid birdsong, open fellside 
and views of wide sky and 
placid Ullswater, to a steep 
beech wood.

3 2½ miles/4km  
Past the wood the path 

tacks steeply R giving wide 
views of almost the full swathe 
of Ullswater. A good distraction 
from a fairly punishing section 
of ascent. Finally through a 
handsome stone wall you turn 
L to join the Miners’ route to 
work from Dockray. There are 
magnificent views to Green 
Side, Hart Side, Stybarrow 
Dodd. The path soon focuses 
into a long, nearly level traverse 
towards Glencoyne Head. 

4 4½ miles/7.25km 
Round the shoulder of 

Greenside and carry on 
straight, eschewing the short 

cut L. Follow the path through 
steep grass and spoil toward 
the valley floor (your exact 
route to it isn’t critical). Before 
you reach the floor, pick up a 
narrow path L through heather, 
then L uphill again on a patchy 
path through grass with your 
back to the spoil heaps.

5 5 miles/8km 
You’re heading to Sheffield 

Pike, the top of which you skirt 
by heading L at the col. The 
track ends up at two gates at 
90 degrees to each other. Take 
the L option to meander 
through brackeny slopes 
toward the hamlet.

6 6½ miles/10.5km 
Take the left fork to drop 

into Seldom Seen on the side 
bordered by a broad grassy 
expanse. Follow the sound of 

rushing water and cross this 
beck-threaded grassland to 
visit the lovely jacuzzi pool in 
Glencoyne Beck. Once rested, 
take the grassy path down to 
Glencoyne farm, taking care 
while passing a precipitously 
steep grsssy slope to the river. 
The path passes right through 
the farmhouse’s little garden 
(look for the yellow arrow for 
confidence!) then leave via the 
farm’s straight grey access 
road. Turn L at the end and  
it’s a short walk back to the  
car park.  
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uOS Explorer map 278 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop uOS Explorer map OL5 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop
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lfto.com/cwroutes
In assocIatIon wIth
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