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11 12CAMBRIDGESHIRE 
FEN DRAYTON

HEREFORDSHIRE/GLOUCS 
SYMONDS YAT

■Distance: 9 miles/14.5km ■Time: 4½ hours ■Grade: Moderate  ■Distance: 5½ miles/8.9km ■Time: 3 hours ■Grade: Moderate  
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CHOSEN BY… 
PHOEBE TAPLIN
Two of Cambs’ 
loveliest walks are 

combined in this linear loop, 
which takes in reed-fringed 
lakes at Fen Drayton and 
pretty cottage gardens of 
Hemingford Grey. There are 
ancient manor houses, 
unploughed meadows, a 
working 18th-century 
watermill, a medieval bridge 
with chapel and stretches of 
the River Great Ouse.

1 Start 
Get off bus at Fen Drayton 

Lakes. On side without 
wooden shelter, head away 
from busway on grassy path. 
Keep parallel with lane, 
alongside lake, water on R. 

Reaching bench, turn L over 
lane towards another wooden 
shelter and R through car park.

2 ¼ mile/0.5km 
 Go through gate and L on 

gravel path, signed Drayton 
Lagoon. Keep straight to 
T-junction and turn R onto 
path signed River Great Ouse. 
Turn L by river and continue 
with water on R for ½ mile.

3 1 mile/1.5km 
Keep on over footbridge 

and follow path signed St Ives. 
Keep R next to river. At end of 
field, head R into trees to 
continue on riverside path. Go 
through gates, under bridge 
and over several footbridges, 
along edge of fields, for 
another mile or so. One stretch 

CHOSEN BY… 
LUCY RABONE
The Wye Valley is 
renowned for the 

spectacular views to be 
enjoyed from Yat Rock, where 
you can watch the Peregrine 
Falcons swooping in among 
the horseshoe loop of the 
River Wye. This walk starts in 
the less well-known side of 
Symonds Yat – in the West. 
Enjoy climbing up through 
the country lanes, going 
down the forest tracks, 
crossing the bridge, walking 
along the riverside footpaths 
and taking the hand ferry at 
the Saracen’s Head Inn. 
This picturesque walk will 
ensure you have a chance to 
appreciate one of the best 
spots in the area!

1 Start 
From The Paddocks Hotel 

turn R onto the B4164, then 
immediately L onto Ashes 
Lane. Continue to the end, 
then turn L onto Saw Pitts 
Lane and walk to the top.

2 1 mile/1.6km 
At the Saw Pitts Lane sign, 

turn sharply L onto the larger 
unnamed lane. After Green 
Meadow, you’ll see two 
footpaths on the R, take the L 
hand path. Follow this and 
you’ll pop out onto the lane 
again. Follow the lane past 
Beechnut Cottage, and fork R 
onto Marling Pits Lane, a small 
green path. Go straight ahead, 
with a white horse stable on 
your L and carry on. Turn R 
upon reaching the lane, then ➥ ➥
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ROUTE
Start/parking Busway 
stop at Fen Drayton 
Lakes/car park nearby at 
Point 2, grid ref TL342699, 
nearest postcode CB24 
4RB 
Is it for me? A relatively 
long, but straightforward 
route on level paths and 
lanes. Easy to divide into 
two shorter routes 
Stiles None

PLANNING
Nearest town St Ives 
Refreshments Axe and 
Compasses, Hemingford 
Abbots (axeandcompass.
co.uk, 01480 463605). 
Choice in St Ives 
Public toilets Fen Drayton 
car park, St Ives bus 
station 
Public transport Busway 
A and B (Stagecoach) 
from Cambridge stop 
regularly at Fen Drayton 
Lakes and St Ives 
Maps OS Explorer 209; 
Landranger 153 

PLAN YOUR WALK

ROUTE
Start/parking P&D at The 
Paddocks Hotel, Symonds 
Yat West, postcode HR9 
6BL, grid ref SO556166 
Is it for me? Blend of 
steep lane and footpath 
ascents, easy riverside 
paths and two river 
crossings (suspension 
bridge and hand ferry) 
Stiles None

PLANNING
Nearest town Monmouth 
Refreshments Doward 
Park Campsite (summer, 
01600 890438), Symonds 
Yat Rock Café (01594 
834479) and The Saracens 
Head Inn (01600 890435) 
Public toilets Yat Rock 
Viewpoint, The Saracen’s 
Head Inn car park 
Public transport Bus 34 
Ross-on-Wye – Monmouth 
(Nick Maddy Coaches) 
stops at Whitchurch 
Roundabout, ¾ mile away 
Maps OS Explorer OL14; 
Landranger 162 

PLAN YOUR WALKFen Drayton is a great  
place to spot birds.

The view from Yat Rock.
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go straight ahead onto May 
Bush Lane and follow this as it 
bends to the R and walk past 
Woodview. At the end turn L.

3 2¼ miles/3.6km 
Walk down through Lord’s 

Wood car park, going through 
the big green gate. Follow this 
main track down for a mile 
until you reach another big 
green gate at the warden’s 
cabin. Turn R and cross 
Biblins Bridge.

4 3¼ miles/5.2km 
Turn L onto the Peregrine 

Path. Follow this along the 

riverside for 1½ miles until you 
reach the Royal Lodge. Just 
after here, turn R and walk up 
into the woods. At the red 
chalet fork R, walk up two sets 
of steps straight ahead, until 
you reach the café at the top.

5 5 miles/8km 
From here you can visit 

Yat Rock viewpoint. Retrace 
your steps back down to the 
Royal Lodge. Turn R and walk 
to The Saracen’s Head Inn and 
take the hand ferry across 

(charges apply – phone ahead 
to check running times, 01600 
890435). Turn R onto the 
riverside lane and follow this 
back up Ferrie Lane to The 
Paddocks Hotel. 

of path cuts across field 
between footbridges, but 
otherwise river is always on R.

4 2½ miles/4km 
With marina ahead, follow 

grassy path L and R to reach 
road. Turn R on pavement and 
soon R again through main 
gates of boatyard. Keep 
marina on R and walk past 
willow trees. Cross footbridge 
and turn L through wooden 
gate onto path. Walk under 
main road and follow 
embankment L to long bridge. 
Turn R along road. Just before 
buildings, turn L onto path 
signed Hemingford Meadow. 
Go through arch and gate 
ahead and follow path slightly 
L across meadow. Keep on 
along far side with hedge on L. 
Go through kissing gate in far 
L corner and along on winding 
Meadow Lane to end. 

5 4½ miles/7.2km 
At junction, keep straight 

on fenced footpath. Turn R at 
end to reach riverside St 
James’ church. Just before 
churchyard, turn L on signed 
footpath. Keep straight along 
riverside path past manor. Go 
on along river, through gates, 
and across field to Hemingford 
Abbots. Keep ahead on tarmac 
path, turn R on lane through 
village and follow it L. Keep 
straight past Axe and Compass 
along High Street and Common 
Lane. Turn R on Meadow Lane. 
Cross bridge and meadow. 
Cross bridge by lock and follow 
path under Houghton Mill.

6 6¼ miles/10km 
Turn R past tea room, fork 

L across grassy car park to 
footpath and turn R, joining 
Ouse Valley Way, which leads 
to St Ives. At junction, turn L 

and R onto tarmac lane called 
Thicket Path. Follow lane L 
then R, still on Thicket Path. 
Keep on past woods for over a 
mile. Next to Scout hut, bear R 
on tarmac path. Walk through 
churchyard of All Saints and 
exit through gate on far side. 

7 8 miles/13km 
Keep straight, river on R 

past Norris Museum. Keep R, 
turn R into Bridge St and L by 
river. Keep straight along 
Wellington St. At T-junction, 
turn L. Buses to Cambridge 
leave from Station Rd. 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE 
FEN DRAYTON

■OS Explorer map OL14 ■Buy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop ■OS Explorer map 209 ■Buy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop
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The red chalet 
between the 
Royal Lodge 

and Yat Rock 
Viewpoint where 
Netflix’s Sex 
Education was filmed 
(take a peek over 
the fence!).

DON’T MISS...
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VIEW THE WALK ON VIEW THE WALK ON 
OS MAPS ONLINE:  OS MAPS ONLINE:  

walk1000miles.co.uk/cwroutes
IN ASSOCIATION WITH

VIEW THE WALK ON VIEW THE WALK ON 
OS MAPS ONLINE:  OS MAPS ONLINE:  

walk1000miles.co.uk/cwroutes
IN ASSOCIATION WITH
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Crossing the 
Biblins Bridge.
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