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15 16CUMBRIA 
GREENBURN BECK SKYLINE

WEST YORKSHIRE  
SLAITHWAITE & MARSDEN

■Distance: 8 miles/13km ■Time: 6-7 hours ■Grade: Challenging ■Distance: 6¾ miles/10.9km ■Time: 2½ hours ■Grade: Moderate N
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CHOSEN BY… 
DAVID MARSH 
This excellent 
circuit of the fells 

surrounding Greenburn Beck 
takes in three peaks with 
great views (Wetherlam, Swirl 
How and Great Carrs) and 
three fine ridges (Wetherlam 
Edge, Prison Band and Wet 
Side Edge). Between Swirl 
How and Great Carrs the 
route visits a memorial to a 
Halifax bomber that crashed 
during bad weather in 
October 1944, killing all eight 
on board. It’s a poignant 
memorial not least because 
it incorporates part of the 
undercarriage of the aircraft. 
Perhaps the nicest section of 
the walk is after the memorial 
and the last peak have been 

passed. Wet Side Edge 
(which is not nearly as bad 
as the name suggests) 
sweeps around the northern 
side of the Greenburn valley. 
It’s little frequented but 
has views of the Scafells, 
allowing a rare opportunity 
to enjoy some of the Lake 
District’s finest scenery in 
peace and tranquility.

1 Start  
Take the steps leading up 

from the S end of the parking 
area, climbing through old 
quarry workings. Keep R 
at fork, then descend to 
cross Tilberthwaite Gill by 
footbridge. Follow path out 
of ravine, through gate, then 
up to meet path. Turn L and 
follow path around Blake Rigg, 

CHOSEN BY… 
JOHNNY 
CAMPBELL
This walk of two 

halves is a perfect 
introduction to the Colne 
Valley in Yorkshire’s South 
Pennines. It starts from the 
picturesque mill village of 
Slaithwaite (‘Slawit’ to locals), 
home to independent shops, 
a canal-side microbrewery, 
and an artisan bakery. From 
here, the Huddersfield 
Narrow Canal leads up-valley 
to the village of Marsden, 
where the ITV drama Where 
the Heart Is was filmed. 
Further up the valley is the 
bleak moor-side location of 
the ‘local shop’ in the surreal 
BBC comedy, The League of 
Gentlemen. Look out for 

kingfishers zooming low 
over the canal as you make 
your way along the level 
outward stretch of the walk. 
You might fancy stopping off 
at the Zapato Brewery, along 
the way, before reaching 
Marsden railway station. 
A short and sharp ascent 
from Marsden brings you into 
open moorland – a stark 
contrast to the previous 
couple of miles. Having 
caught your breath and 
savoured the view from 
Slaithwaite Moor, there’s 
easy moorland walking to 
enjoy before descending to 
Slaithwaite. A quiet back 
road treats you to wide 
vistas over much of West 
Yorkshire and the northern 
Peak District.➥ ➥

keeping R at fork, to pass 
around Dry Cove and reach 
a shoulder.

2 1¼ miles/1.8km 
Ignore faint path heading 
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Start/parking Low 
Tilberthwaite (free), 
postcode LA21 8DG, 
grid ref NY306010 
Is it for me? Long 
walk with a considerable 
amount of ascent, some 
steep, rocky sections 
Stiles None

PLANNING
Nearest town Ambleside 
Refreshments Various 
options in Coniston, 3 
miles away (try The Black 
Bull, 01539 441335) 
Public toilets Coniston 
Public transport None 
Maps OS Explorer OL06; 
Landranger 90; Harvey 
Superwalker Lake District 
West

PLAN YOUR WALK

ROUTE
Start/parking Market 
Place, Slaithwaite, near 
The Commercial pub/
roundabout, grid ref 
SE079139, postcode HD7 
5AP. Limited roadside 
parking. Slaithwaite Mills 
P&D car park nearby 
Is it for me? Easy to follow 
canal towpath, waymarked 
route, one steep ascent, 
undulating moorland 
terrain and road walking 
Stiles None

PLANNING
Nearest town Huddersfield 
Refreshments Choice of 
pubs/cafés in Slaithwaite 
and Marsden. Try The 
Rose & Crown at Cop Hill 
(01484 844410) 
Public toilets None 
Public transport Trains to 
Slaithwaite and Marsden 
(northernrailway.co.uk). 
Buses 181, 183 and 185 to 
start (firstbus.co.uk) 
Maps OS Explorer OL21; 
Landranger 110

PLAN YOUR WALK

The Langdale Pikes 
from near Point 6. Climbing at Point 2.
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1 Start 
Join the Huddersfield 

Narrow Canal towpath from 
Slaithwaite’s Market Place. 
With the canal now on your R, 
follow it upstream from the 
centre of Slaithwaite, passing 

the Handmade Bakery and 
Empire Brewery as you leave 
the village. Pass several canal 
locks over the next 2½ miles 
before reaching Marsden 
railway station. Turn L off the 
towpath onto road and follow 
it R, crossing canal and 
railway. Turn R at T-junction, 
and within 50m turn L up 
Spring Head Lane, following 
the waymarked Colne Valley 
Circular Route (CVCR) uphill.

2 2¾ miles/4.4km 
Take the first path L, still 

following the CVCR uphill, 
reaching a junction with a farm 
on your L. Pass through the 
metal gate leading uphill on 
the CVCR onto Huck Hill Lane 
(a track), which crosses Old 
Clough stream further up. 
Keep heading uphill to a stone 
seat which is the highest point 

of the walk (a perfect place to 
take in the views).

3 4¼ miles/6.8km 
Turn R following the CVCR 

downhill to a wooden gate, 
which leads to a field, then a 
road. Follow this road straight 
on at all junctions, descending 
east past The Rose & Crown 
pub at Cop Hill, then through 
the idyllic village of Upper 
Holme. Coming to the suburbs 
of Slaithwaite, continue under 
viaduct, following all roads 
downhill back to the start. 

R but follow the most 
prominent one as it contours 
around a fenced, water-logged 
area to the L. Steeply ascend 
steps to larch trees. Pass 
through low wall then climb 
up to Birk Fell Hawse. Detour 
R to cairned Birk Fell Man for 
view. Return along ridge and 
follow to foot of Wetherlam 
Edge. Climb the edge, which 
is steep with a few rock steps. 
As the gradient eases the 
worn path leads to 
Wetherlam’s summit.

3 2 miles/3.2km 
Leave the summit due W 

to follow path above Keld Gill 
Head down to Swirl Hawse. 
Climb Prison Band directly 
ahead which leads directly to 
Swirl How’s summit with its 
large cairn.

4 3 miles/5km 
Leave Swirl How heading 

W initially, curving N on the 
clear path towards Great 
Carrs’ rocky summit.  150m 
short of the summit, just off 
the path to the L, is the Halifax 
bomber crash site. Leave 
Great Carrs heading N, 
passing Little Carrs, then 
following the broad ridge of 
Wet Side Edge as it swings NE 
then E as a grassy path.

5 5¼ miles/8.3km 
As the ridge narrows and 

becomes rockier at Rough 
Crags, the path deviates off 
the ridgeline R to descend to 
a flatter, boggier area. Cross 
this, aiming for the R side of 
intake wall, where it descends 
through bracken to the 
Greenburn Beck. Cross the 

footbridge then climb up to 
a track. Turn L, pass through 
a gate and follow the path 
onward with a great view of 
the Langdale Pikes to the L.

6 6½ miles/10.5km 
On reaching a T-junction 

with another track, turn R, 
then R again when that forks. 
Follow the permissive track S, 
rising initially, then descending 
to the end of the road at High 
Tilberthwaite. Turn R along 
road to return to start. 

CUMBRIA 
GREENBURN BECK SKYLINE

■OS Explorer map OL21 ■Buy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop ■OS Explorer map OL06 ■Buy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop

©
C

R
O

W
N

 C
O

P
Y

R
IG

H
T

 2
0

23
 O

R
D

N
A

N
C

E
 S

U
R

V
E

Y
. M

E
D

IA
 0

0
7/

23

©
C

R
O

W
N

 C
O

P
Y

R
IG

H
T

 2
0

23
 O

R
D

N
A

N
C

E
 S

U
R

V
E

Y
. M

E
D

IA
 0

0
7/

23

The 
Handmade 
Bakery in 

Slaithwaite or Zapato 
Brewery between 
Slaithwaite and 
Marsden. Or for a 
little detour, carry on 
the canal for half a 
mile to Standedge 
Visitor Centre to 
learn the history of 
Britain’s longest 
canal tunnel.

DON’T MISS...
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VIEW THE WALK ON VIEW THE WALK ON 
OS MAPS ONLINE:OS MAPS ONLINE:

walk1000miles.co.uk/cwroutes
IN ASSOCIATION WITH

VIEW THE WALK ON VIEW THE WALK ON 
OS MAPS ONLINE:OS MAPS ONLINE:

walk1000miles.co.uk/cwroutes
IN ASSOCIATION WITH
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