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19 20NORTH YORKSHIRE
ATTERMIRE SCAR & VICTORIA CAVE 

NORTH YORKSHIRE
WHARRAM PERCY

uDistance: 5 miles/8km uTime: 2½ hours uGrade: Easy uDistance: 2¾ miles/4.4km uTime: 1½ hours uGrade: EasyN
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CHOSEN BY…  
MARK SUTCLIFFE
This short circular 
hike up into the hills 

above the pretty market town 
of Settle quickly transports 
you into another world of 
craggy outcrops, limestone 
terraces and outlandish rock 
formations amid the gorgeous 
patchwork pastures of the 
Yorkshire Dales.

1 Start 
From Market Place, turn R 

and head southeast along the 
High Street, Victoria Street, 
then Commercial Street to 
Upper Settle. At village green, 
head L, climbing past phone 
box steeply to join the Pennine 
Bridleway on a single track lane 
sign-posted as a cul-de-sac. 

2½ mile/0.8km 
At the fork after the barns, 

keep R on the bridleway. It’s  
a steep climb for 10 minutes 
but as the gradient eases  
near the top, the views of 
magnificent Yorkshire Dales 
limestone country open up.

31 mile/1.6km 
At the fork, head L along 

the rough track into the hills 
and after ¾ mile, where the 
track meets the road, head R 
for 50 yards then take the track 
off to L along Stockdale Lane 
on the Pennine Bridleway.

41¾ miles/2.85km 
After 400 yards, where 

track goes sharp R, cross the 
ladder stile in front of you and 
continue straight on. As you 

CHOSEN BY…  
FIONA BARLTROP
Situated along  
the route of the 

Yorkshire Wolds Way between 
Thixendale and Sherburn, 
towards the northern end of 
the National Trail, is the site  
of the most famous deserted 
medieval village in the country, 
Wharram Percy. It’s a peaceful, 
picturesque location, ideal for 
wandering around at leisure. 
Specially designed for families 
are Yorkshire Wolds Way 
Tracker Packs which contain 
maps, games and challenges 
(www.nationaltrail.co.uk/sites/
default/files/tracker_pack_
leaflet.pdf). The Wharram 
Percy History Detective 
Tracker Pack can be borrowed 
for the day from Malton Tourist 

Information Centre (01653 
600048) or the Robert Fuller 
Gallery, Thixendale (01759 
368355, www.robertefuller.
com), not far from Wharram 
Percy. Here you can also enjoy 
looking at the work of one of 
Britain’s foremost wildlife 
artists and there are nest  
cams set up on nesting  
sites around the gallery. 

1 Start 
Until the boundary changes 

in 1994, Wharram Percy was 
part of the East Riding of 
Yorkshire (it’s now in 
neighbouring North Yorkshire, 
though very much part of East 
Yorkshire’s Wolds). As the 
information board at the car 
park will tell you, Wharram 
Percy is the most intensively 

Looking west across  
to Attermire Scar.

➥ ➥
crest the rise, the most 
astonishing landscape opens 

studied deserted medieval 
village in England, having been 
excavated each year between 
1950 and 1990. It flourished  
as a village between the 12th 
and 14th centuries before  
final abandonment in c.1500.  
Today it’s in the care of English 
Heritage. Interpretation panels 
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ROUTE
Start/parking Limited 
parking in town square. 
Pay & Display car park  
on Whitefriars Court,  
grid ref SD819637
Is it for me? A steep initial 
climb on quiet lanes and 
tracks and the occasional 
boggy stretch, then a long, 
easy descent back down
Stiles 5

PLANNING
Nearest town Settle
Refreshments Naked Man 
Café, Shambles Fish & 
Chip shop, Settle
Public toilets Whitefriars 
Court car park, Settle
Public transport Buses 
580 and 581 from Skipton 
www.dalesbus.org.  
Trains from Leeds to 
Carlisle stop at Settle. 
www.northernrail.org
Maps OS Explorer OL2, 
OS Landranger 98

PLAN YOUR WALK

ROUTE
Start/parking  
Wharram Percy car park, 
grid ref SE867644 
Is it for me? Gentle walk 
with fairly easy gradients 
over grassy terrain and 
along well signed paths 
and tracks. Ideal for 
children 
Stiles None

PLANNING
Nearest town Malton
Refreshments None
Public toilets None
Public transport None 
Maps OS Explorer 300; 
Landrangers 100 & 101

PLAN YOUR WALK

Hilltop bridleway 
between points 3 and 4.

FAMILY 
WALK
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tell its story and recreate the 
original appearance of the 
buildings. Follow the signed 
path from the car park downhill 
– this stretch is both the route 
of the Yorkshire Wolds Way 
(YWW) and the Centenary 
Way (devised to mark the 
100th anniversary of Yorkshire 
County Council). 

2⅓ mile/500m 
At the bottom cross a 

footbridge and track (old 
railway line) and go ahead 
through a gate to enter the 
Wharram Percy site, bearing  
L along a track. As the next 
information panel describes, 
the village occupied two 
distinct zones: a narrow valley 
(Deep Dale) to the L and the 
higher ground on its western 
side. The most obviously visible 
remains are those in the valley: 
the 19th-century farm cottages 
and church ruins. However, it’s 
worth having a wander round 
the earthworks on the higher 
grassy slopes: to do so take  
the R fork where the L heads 
down towards the cottages. 
Thereafter head past the 
cottages to the church, and 
beyond the church you’ll come 

to the attractive reconstructed 
pond, where there’s an 
information panel about the 
medieval mills and fishpond. 
Leaving the Wharram Percy 
site, go through a kissing gate 
following the signed YWW 
which leads you up the grassy 
slopes above Deep Dale. Look 
back for a fine view of the 
abandoned settlement nestled 
in its valley. Continue S along 
the top of Deep Dale. 

3 1¼ miles/2km 
At the first junction, leave 

the YWW (here signed Wolds 
Way, as it originally was) and 
turn L (signed Centenary Way) 

and go through a gate. Follow 
the bridleway, keeping ahead 
at a junction, to the road. 

42 miles/3.2km 
Turn L along the lane  

back to the car park.  

up before you, riven by scars 
and dotted with caves and 
crevices. This is Warrendale 
Knotts and we’re heading for 
the gorge of Attermire Scar 
that runs north-south through 
the limestone outcrops. A short 
but steep optional detour to 
the summit of High Fell to the 
west is worth it for the amazing 
panorama that opens up even 
bigger views, with Pen-y-ghent 
looming above the limestone 
terraces on the horizon.

52 miles/3.1km 
Continue north into the 

natural amphitheatre bounded 
by the crags, skirting to the L 
of Sugar Loaf Hill. Go through 
the L-hand gate and follow a 
grassy path to the fingerpost 
beside the wall then over the 
stile and R along the wall, then 
L into the mouth of the valley 
below Attermire Scar.

6 2½ miles/4km 
After 150 yards of climbing, 

go through kissing gate and 
continue north on the other 
side of the wall. At the plateau, 
where the path splits, take the 
R-hand path skirting the foot  
of the scar.

73 miles/4.8km 
Continue through a kissing 

gate and after 200 yards, look 
up to the R to see Victoria 
Cave. A faint path scrambles  
up to the cave and again it’s 
worth the short detour. This 
porous limestone landscape  
is riddled with caves and 

potholes and early nomadic 
humans occupied this cave 
after the last ice age. Early 
Romano-Britons used it as a 
place of worship from the 2nd 
to the 4th centuries AD before 
it filled up with silt and soil  
and was rediscovered by the 
Victorians and excavated  
in 1867. Return to the main  
path and continue north  
to a kissing gate. 

83¼ miles/5.3km 
Go through the gate and  

after 25 yards go L through  
the five-bar gate and take track 
heading back west. Descend to 
the gate, then at junction with 

road take bridleway off to L.

93¾ miles/6.1km 
Follow bridleway across 

fields and through several 
gates all the way back to 
Market Place in Settle.  
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uOS Explorer map 300 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapshop uOS Explorer map OL2 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapshop
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Download an 
audio tour for 
Wharram 

Percy at www.english-
heritage.org.uk/visit/
places/wharram-percy

DON’T MISS...

© Country Walking September 2016

uDownload OS maps 
for PC, iPhone, iPad and 
Android from £12.50

TRAILZILLA ID:  
TZID30756

Use the TZID to download the 
walk from www.lfto.com/routes 
or search for it in the Country 
Walking Best Walks in Britain App

© Country Walking September 2016

uDownload OS maps 
for PC, iPhone, iPad and 
Android from £12.50

TRAILZILLA ID:  
TZID30815

Use the TZID to download the 
walk from www.lfto.com/routes 
or search for it in the Country 
Walking Best Walks in Britain App
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