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13 14DERBYSHIRE
WHITE EDGE

CAMBRIDGESHIRE
HOUGHTON

uDistance: 5¾ miles/9.25km uTime: 4 hours uGrade: Moderate uDistance: 6 miles/9.6km uTime: 3 hours uGrade: Moderate
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CHOSEN BY…  
NICK HALLISSEY
The famous edges  
of Froggatt, Curbar 

and Baslow are well known  
to many walkers; less so the 
parent ridge that hides behind 
them: White Edge. This 
intriguing walk sets that right 
by taking you out along the 
crest of this hidden hinterland 
to explore its delights, then 
sweeping down to return 
along the more frequented 
(and spectacular) paths of 
Froggatt Edge and Curbar 
Edge. There’s also a pleasant 
pub stop halfway round at  
the Grouse Inn, if you fancy it.

1 Start 
Leave the car park via the 

eastern exit through a kissing 

gate onto a track signed for 
White Edge. Where the track 
divides, do not go L with the 
wall but head straight ahead  
on a track which soon begins 
to curve L. Descend to cross 
the footbridge, then climb  
on the far side with a wall  
on your L, climbing to the  
crest of White Edge. 

2 ½ mile/0.7km 
Where the wall ends, turn 

sharp L and follow a clear path 
along White Edge, looking 
down on the lower edges to 
your L. Continue for two miles 
to reach the wall-line. At this 
point, there’s an optional 
detour R along the wall for  
350 yards to reach the 
intriguingly named Hurkling 
Stone (it means ‘crouching’):  

CHOSEN BY…  
PHOEBE TAPLIN
Several great pubs 
and a working 

watermill are scattered along  
a lovely riverside route in rural 
Cambridgeshire. From the 
medieval bridge at St Ives 
through the thatched village  
of Hemingford Grey with its 
ancient manor house, this 
short walk has more than its 
share of interesting sights, 
starting with a loop around 
wildlife-rich Houghton 
Meadow. The Axe and 
Compasses in Hemingford 
Abbots, towards the end,  
is perfect for a pub stop.

1 Start   
From the café at Houghton 

Mill walk along riverbank, with 

car park on L and water on R 
and views of Houghton Mill 
behind you. Keep R over a 
bridge near sign saying New 
Public Footpath R again over 
two more bridges, and keep 
going along River Great Ouse. 
Cross another bridge and turn 
immediately L along band of 
willow trees. Go straight 
through gate, over bridge, and 
turn L. At junction, turn L again 
through gate and R over one 
more bridge. 

2 1 mile/1.6km 
Follow the path ahead onto 

a lane and turn R over bridge. 
Continue along tarmac lane 
called Thicket Path, past small 
woods, for more than a mile, 
part of the Ouse Valley Way. 
Next to Cromwell District Scout ➥ ➥

a rock inscribed ‘+MB’ which 
was as a boundary marker. 
Return along the wall-line  
to main path.

32½ miles/4km 
Pass through the gap in  

the wall and turn immediate L, 
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ROUTE
Start/parking Free car 
park at Curbar Gap, S32 
3YR, grid ref SK262747
Is it for me?  
Mostly clear paths across 
open moorland, caution 
needed on cliff edges 
Stiles 1
 
PLANNING
Nearest town Baslow 
Refreshments  
Grouse Inn on route
(01433 630423)
Public toilets  
None on route
Public transport  
None to start
Maps OS Explorer OL24, 
Landranger 119

PLAN YOUR WALK

ROUTE
Start/parking Café at 
Houghton Mill. Car park 
nearby (£2.50; free for  
NT members), PE28 2AZ, 
grid ref TL281721
Is it for me? Level, easy 
walking on good paths 
and tracks. Could be 
muddy/flooded after rain
Stiles None

PLANNING 
Nearest town St Ives
Refreshments  
Axe & Compasses in 
Hemingford Abbots, NT 
café at Houghton Mill.  
Lots of choice in St Ives
Public toilets Houghton Mill 
café; St Ives bus station
Public transport The 
Busway bus B from 
Huntingdon or buses  
A & B from Cambridge 
run to St Ives at point 3. 
The infrequent 45A 
(Dews) from Huntingdon 
goes direct to Houghton
Maps OS Explorer 209; 
Landranger 153

PLAN YOUR WALKWild walking out  
on White Edge.

Boats on the Great Ouse 
at Hemingford Grey.
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HQ, bear R on tarmac path.  
Go on through churchyard  
of All Saints and exit through 
gate on far side. Keep straight, 
with river on R, along The 
Waits, passing Norris Museum. 
Continue along Broadway,  
keep R along Merryland and 
turn R into Bridge Street.

3 3 miles/5km 
Cross St Ives’ medieval 

bridge with its chapel in the 
middle and turn R just beyond 
river at footpath signed 
Hemingford Meadow. Go 
through arch and gate ahead 
and follow path across 
meadow. On far side, go 
through kissing gate, along 
track, and keep straight on 
Meadow Lane. At junction,  

go on along fenced footpath 
and keep straight. Turn R  
at end to reach riverside St 
James’ church. The truncated 
spire was destroyed by a 
hurricane in 1741.

4 4½ miles/7.25km 
Turn L on footpath along 

fence of churchyard into 
village. Continue along river  
by thatched cottage, passing 
gate into Hemingford Grey 
manor gardens on L. The 
gardens are open daily and 
cost £5 to visit. Go on along 
river, through gate ahead, and 
continue on path. Go through 
second gate and on across the 
field into Hemingford Abbots. 
Keep ahead along tarmac path 
and turn R on lane through 

village. Keep straight past  
Axe and Compass pub.

5 5¼ miles/8.5km 
Continue along High Street 

and Common Lane and, after  
¼ mile, turn R along Meadow 
Lane with sign to Houghton. 
Cross bridge and take path 
diagonally R across meadow  
to lock. Cross bridges ahead  
to return to Houghton Mill.  

signed for The Grouse Inn, 
heading downhill with the  
wall on your L. Continue  
down through woodland.  
At the crossroads of paths, 
continue ahead, still following 
signs for The Grouse Inn. 
Emerge from woodland 
through a gate and cross  
the broad meadow to reach 
another gate, emerging  
onto the road opposite  
The Grouse Inn.

43 miles/4.85km 
Crossing the road (or 

choose to stop at the excellent 
pub), turn L. Just after the inn, 
turn R across a stile to enter 
Longshaw estate and take  
the path heading diagonally 
across the field towards trees. 
Pass through two small gates 
and enter the woodland.  
After the second gate, turn 
immediate L, keeping the  
wall on your L. Descend 
through the wall-line and  
cross the stream. Continue  
on the far side, climbing 
towards the road. At the top, 
go through a gate to emerge 
on the road. Turn R and cross 
the road, then branch L on  
a track marked by a white  
gate (with a pedestrian  
gate to the side).

53½ miles/5.6km 
Continue on the track  

over Froggatt Edge, eventually 
passing through a gate. Shortly 
after the gate, a detour L leads 
to a small but impressive stone 
circle. Return to the path and 

continue southwards across 
Froggatt Edge and later Curbar 
Edge. After approximately  
two miles, pass through a gate. 
Continue ahead (ignoring  
the branching path R heading 
for Baslow Edge). Follow the 
wall line round to the L to 
return to the car park.  
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uOS Explorer map 209 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop uOS Explorer map OL24 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop
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VIEW THE WALK ON 
OS MAPS ONLINE: 

lfto.com/cwroutes
IN ASSOCIATION WITH

OS MAPS
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OS MAPS ONLINE:  

lfto.com/cwroutes
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